AFL-CIO  cans 
Coors  boycott 

A  grassroots  commitment  to  the 
boycott  remains,  despite  the  union’s 
unexpected  withdrawal 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  When  the  AFL- 
CIO  called  off  the  Coors  boycott  last 
month,  Coors  executives  assumed  the  com¬ 
pany’s  thirteen-year  struggle  with  the  Left 
had  ended.  But  the  AFL-CIO  decision, 
which  surprised  and  angered  many  pro¬ 
gressives,  has  triggered  a  new  round  of  anti- 
Coors  activism  aimed  at  informing  the 
public  that  Coors  is  still  homophobic,  racist, 
sexist  and  anti-union. 

San  Francisco  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
recently  held  a  demonstration  to  protest  a 
Coors-sponsored  bicycle  race.  The  Mex- 
ican-American  Political  Association  of 
California  has  voted  to  continue  the  Coors 
boycott.  Participants  in  a  Latino  Con¬ 
ference  in  Chicago  expressed  support  of  the 
boycott.  And  lesbian  and  gay  men  have  met 
in  San  Francisco  and  New  York  to  organize 
further  actions  against  Coors. 

The  AFL-CIO  got  involved  in  the  Coors 
boycott  in  1977,  three  years  after  the 
boycott  began.  While  the  union  got  involved 
as  a  direct  result  of  alleged  union  busting 
and  unfair  labor  practices  by  Coors,  the 
boycott  has  always  encompassed  a  broad 
coalition.  Activists  have  charged  Coors  with 
attempting  to  keep  lesbians,  gay  men,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  unions  out  of  their  Col¬ 
orado  brewery.  In  addition,  the  Coors  fami¬ 
ly  has  been  criticized  for  funding  the  Con¬ 
tras  and  extreme  right  organizations  in  the 
U.S.  such  as  the  John  Birch  Society  and  the 
Heritage  Foundation. 

Terms  of  the  Agreement 

The  AFL-CIO  settlement  with  Coors 
focuses  exclusively  on  labor  issues.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  AFL-CIO  spokesperson  Rex  Hardes- 
tein,  the  settlement  grants  his  union  the  right 
to  a  representational  election  at  Coors’  Col- 
'  orado  brewery  following  a  show  of  interest 
by  30  percent  of  the  production  and 
maintenance  workers,  In  addition  Coors 
management  said  it  will  come  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  Building  Trades  Union  regar¬ 
ding  the  construction  of  new  Coors 
facilities. 

Under  this  agreement  Coors  is  allowed  to 
inform  workers  that  the  union  is  not 
necessary.  But  the  company  is  not  allowed 
to  use  any  form  of  intimidation,  said 
Hardestein.  The  flip  side  of  this  agreement, 
according  to  Coors  spokesperson  John 
Meadows,  is  that  the  union  cannot  “attack 
the  company,  its  product  or  [the  Coors] 
family.” 

Meadows  acknowledged  that  Peter  and 
Jeffery  Coors  recently  briefed  all  employees 
regarding  the  settlement  and  reiterated  that 
the  company  “philosophically  doesn’t 
believe  in  third-party  representation”  [of 
employees].”  A  statement  addresing  “third- 
party  representation  appears  in  a  Coors 


handbook  distributed  to  all  new  employees. 

A  quarter  of  the  loaf 

The  settlement  is  a  “very  partial  and  in¬ 
complete  victory,”  said  San  Francisco  gay 
and  labor  activist  Howard  Wallace. 
Wallace,  one  of  the  initiators  of  the  Coors 
"boycott  in  1974,  expressed  disappointment 
that  the  AFL-CIO  did  not  consult  with 
other  organizers  of  the  boycott.  “A  lot  of 
people  across  the  country  who  are  boycot¬ 
ting  Coors  are  after  not  a  quarter  of  the  loaf 
but  the  whole  loaf. . . .  There  is  no  question 
we  can  keep  this  boycott  going  and  make  it 
strong.” 

“Whenever  you  get  involved  in  a  coali¬ 
tion  to  do  a  boycott,  you  can’t  end  until  the 
coalition  makes  a  decision,”  said  Dominic 
Bozzoto,  president  of  Local  26,  the  Hotel 
and  Restaurant  Workers  Union  in  Boston. 
“For  the  AFL-CIO  it’s  a  clear  victory,  no 
doubt  about  that.  For  their  piece  they  won. 
Why  they  decided  to  look  at  it  from  self-in¬ 
terest,  that  I  can’t  tell  you.” 

Boycott  activist  Lydia  Braconontez,  of 
the  Amalgamated  Clothing  Textiles  Union, 
concurred  with  Bozzotto.  But  despite  her 
reservations  about  ending  the  boycott, 
Braconontez  added,  “I  think  for  a  number 
of  reasons,  in  a  sense,  it  is  a  victory  for  trade 
unionists  to  show  we  can  sustain  pressure  on 
companies  as  powerful  as  Coors.  Also  it  is  a 
victory  in  that  it  showed  a  consumer  boycott 
can  be  effective.”  Braconontez  said  she  still 
wants  Coors  to  address  the  concerns  of  the 
larger  coalition  boycotting  Coors.  “I  would 
ask  that  the  union  [AFL-CIO]  assert  its 
pressure  [to  force  Coors]  to  discontinue 
those  practices,”  she  said. 

“That  the  coalition  between  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  organized  labor  that  worked  on 
the  boycott  [existed]  was  a  good  thing  and 
the  movement  is  stronger  for  it,”  said  long¬ 
time  boycott  organizer  and  gay  labor  activist 
Gerry  Scoppettuolo.  He  added  that  the  boy¬ 
cott  should  continue  “to  allow  us  to  unite 
groups.  We  can  still  demand  that  Coors 
[stop]  funding  the  Contras  and  [supporting] 
many  New  Right  groups.” 

A  number  of  union  activists  said  ending 
the  boycott  before  a  union  contract  exists  is 
premature.  “I’m  surprised  they  [Coors] 
conceded  to  having  an  election,”  said  a 
Latina  trade  unionist  and  boycott  organizer 
who  asked  not  to  be  identified.  “After  years 
of  lawlessness  on  the  part  of  Coors,  that 
they  [union  leaders]  would  think  there 
would  be  a  clinical  enough  environment  for 
an  open  and  honest  election _ My  per¬ 

sonal  belief  is  if  they  had  held  out  a  little 
longer,  they  could  have  gotten  Coors  to  con¬ 
cede  to  recognize  the  union  [without  an  elec¬ 
tion].” 
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How  the  CDC’s  AIDS 
numbers  don’t  add  up 

Bias  and  inaccuracies  in  reporting  stifle  education  efforts 


By  Chris  Bull 

ATLANTA  —  As  the  number  of  reported 
AIDS  cases  passed  40,000  last  week,  ac¬ 
tivists  expressed  concern  that  statistics  com¬ 
piled  by  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  are  biased  and  misleading,  making 
AIDS  education  even  more  difficult. 

Although  the  incidence  of  new  infections 
is  down  in  white  gay  male  communities,  new 
CDC  case  definitions  of  the  disease  and 
ever-increasing  numbers  in  minority  com¬ 
munities  have  pushed  the  totals  up  faster 
than  ever.  Experts  see  little  hope  for  slowing 
the  spread  of  the  disease  until  deaths  reach 
at  least  200,000. 

The  new  case  definition  —  which  adds 
several  AIDS-related  conditions,  including 
emaciation,  tuberculosis  and  dementia  to 
the  official  definition  —  will  increase  AIDS 
cases  by  at  least  10  percent,  according  to  the 
CDC. 

AIDS  educators  told  GCN institutionaliz¬ 
ed  racism  and  homophobia  in  the  reporting 
and  recording  of  AIDS  statistics  make 
designing  and  implementing  effective 
education  programs  difficult.  They  said  ac¬ 
curate  information  about  modes  of 
transmission  in  multiple-risk  communities  is 
non-existent.  Statistics,  they  argued,  are  not 
neutral,  as  the  mainstream  press  makes 
them  out  to  be.  Educators  also  complained 
that  the  CDC  is  planning  to  issue  AIDS 
reports  monthly  instead  of  weekly. 

Don  Edwards,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Network,  said  he 
did  not  see  any  overt  evidence  of  prejudice 
in  AIDS  statistics.  Edwards  claimed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  public  health  officials,  especially 
local,  city  and  state  health  departments,  are 
not  doing  enough  to  make  accurate  data 
available  to  the  public.  He  said  local 
statistics  are  not  broken  down  enough  for 
health  educators  to  know  how  to  deal  with 
particular  city  or  state  problems.  Every  ma¬ 
jor  city,  he  said,  has  a  different  problem. 
For  example,  AIDS  in  NYC  is  becoming  an 
intravenous  drug  problem  while  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  the  problem  is  primarily 


related  to  homosexual  activity. 

Craig  Harris  of  Spectrum,  a  Washington- 
based  AIDS  education  project  for  the  Black 
community,  pointed  out  that  the  medical 
profession  has  a  “subtle”  bias  against  gay 
men.  Harris  said  many  doctors  automatical¬ 
ly  assume  the  mode  of  transmission  for  a 
gay  man  is  sex,  although  the  man  may  have 
contracted  the  disease  through  IV  drug  use 
or  a  blood  transfusion.  According  to  Harris, 
as  many  as  ten  percent  of  persons  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  have  at  least  two  risk  factors.  The 
end  result  of  this  anti-gay  bias  in  AIDS 
reporting  by  doctors  is  that  inadequate  em¬ 
phasis  has  been  put  on  gay  and  straight  IV 
drug  users  until  very  recently.  “We  are  still 
making  up  for  mistakes  made  two  years 
ago,”  Harris  said. 

Educators  agreed  reporting  is  a  par¬ 
ticularly  difficult  problem  in  minority  com¬ 
munities,  often  exacerbating  existing  prob¬ 
lems.  For  example,  Asian  and  Native 
American  AIDS  cases  are  lumped  together 
under  the  category  “other.”  Therefore, 
Harris  said,  educators  are  often  at  a  loss  in 
attempting  to  understand  and  address  the 
particular  concerns  in  these  communities. 

Some  minority  community  educators  said 
close-knit  Black  and  Latino  communities 
often  stigmatize  gay  men,  which  can  also 
lead  to  statistical  inaccuracies.  Loren 
Laureano,  a  Latino  PWA  and  National 
March  organizer  in  Texas,  told  GCN  that  in 
communities  of  color  many  families  of 
PWAs  fear  discrimination  from  within  their 
community  if  word  gets  out.  He  said  some 
families  he  has  met  keep  PWAs  away  from 
hospitals.  “They  [the  families  of  PWAs]  tell 
me  that  AIDS  must  be  hidden  because  they 
fear  a  community  backlash  for  years  to 
come  even  after  the  family  member  dies.  I 
tell  them  that  this  is  wrong  and  that  we  must 
have  courage,”  Laureano  said. 

Other  activists  pointed  out  that  many 
organizations  in  communities  of  color  have 
taken  a  leading  role  in  providing  support  for 

Continued  on  page  3 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I  reminded  myself,  when  fundamen¬ 
talist  Christians  finally  get  involved  in 
political  issues,  they  often  betray  their  own 
ignorance  about  the  problems  and  their 
naivete  about  the  political  processes  that 
lead  to  solutions ....  In  the  immediate  out¬ 


pouring  of  public  sentiment  against  the 
legalization  of  abortion,  more  than  one 
thousand  Baptists  and  similar  religious 
groups  sent  angry  letters  and  telegrams  to 
Justice  Hugo  Black  condemning  his  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  court’s  decision.  Justice  Black 
had  been  dead  for  sixteen  months.  The 
writers  of  those  letters  had  their  hearts  in  the 
right  place  but  they  were  uninformed  and 
thus  ineffective. 

— Jerry  Falwell,  in  a  copy  o/If  I 
Should  Die  Before  I  Wake. . .  sent  to  Ms. 
Gay  Comnews.  Ms.  Gay  Comnews,  along 
with  Oscar  Wilde,  Gertrude  Stein,  and  Alice 
B.  Toklas  pledged  $200  to  become  members 
of  Falwell ’s  Moral  Majority  funding  group 
—  the  15,000  Club.  Comnews,  Wilde  and 
Toklas  all  live  at  62  Berkeley  Street  and  are 
unlikely  to  pay  their  bills.  It  seems  like  fund¬ 
amentalist  Christians  could  use  a  lesbian 
and  gay  history  course  to  become  a  little 
more  informed  and  effective.  After  all, 
Wilde,  Toklas  and  Stein  have  been  dead 
longer  than  Black. 

Tylenol  and  AZT  a 
bad  combination 

NEW  YORK  —  The  combination  of  AZT 
and  acetaminophen  (the  active  ingredient  in 
Tylenol  and  some  other  pain  killers)  can  be 
dangerous  to  anyone  using  the  drugs.  The 
combination  can  increase  the  hematologic 
damage  which  is  the  worst  side-effect  of 
AZT,  according  to  the  New  York  Native. 

Apparently  many  people  are  unaware  of 
the  danger,  despite  many  warnings  printed 
on  the  package  insert  of  Retrovir  (the  brand 
name  for  AZT).  People  using  AZT  should 
also  know  that  other  drugs  may  be 
dangerous  in  combination  with  the  AIDS 
treatment  and  should  consult  their  physi¬ 
cians  about  possible  drug  interactions. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Yugoslavia 
postponed  gay  fest 

LJUBLJANA,  Yugoslavia  —  Govern¬ 
ment  officials  postponed  the  4th  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Festival  in  the  Slovenian  capital  on 
the  pretext  of  AIDS  prevention.  Magnus, 
the  four-year-old  gay  group  here,  organized 
an  AIDS  Information  Week  in  response,  in¬ 
cluding  exhibitions,  films  and  panel  discus¬ 
sions.  The  annual  festival  will  be  reschedul¬ 
ed  for  later  this  year. 

Magnus  would  like  to  receive  AIDS  infor¬ 
mation  from  other  groups.  Write  Magnus, 
c/o  Aldo  Ivancic,  SKUC,  Kersnikova  4, 
YU-61000,  Ljubljana,  Yugoslavia. 

□  John  Hubert 

Nuns  fund 

homosexuality 

seminars 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Sisters  of  St.  Francis 
of  Philadelphia  have  awarded  a  $2,000  grant 
to  a  New  York-based  Catholic  organization 
for  a  series  of  seminars  on  homosexuality. 
The  seminars  will  be  held  in  ten  New 
England  dioceses  this  fall  from  October  15 


to  November  2. 

Miriam  Eileen  Murray,  chair  of  the  nuns’ 
Peace  and  Justice  Committee,  told  the  New 
York  Catholic  Coalition  for  Gay  Civil 
Rights  that  the  sisters  “support  you  in  all 
you  do  to  minister  to  God’s  people  in 
need.” 

Titled  “Homosexuality,  Homphobia  and 
Holiness,”  the  seminars  will  be  led  by  Fr. 
Robert  Nugent,  and  Sr.  Jeannine  Gramick. 
Nugent  and  Gramick  have  worked  in  min¬ 
istry  to  lesbian  and  gay  Catholics  since  1971 . 

The  Catholic  Coalition  for  Gay  Civil 
Rights  is  composed  of  over  4,000  Catholic 
individuals  and  organizations  who  have 
publicly  endorsed  a  statement  supporting 
civil  rights  legislation  for  gay  people  and 
pastoral  response  from  the  church. 

For  more  information,  write  P.O.  Box 
1985,  New  York,  NY  10159  or  call  (718) 
629-2927. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Custody  in 
Kentucky 

FRANKFORT,  KY  —  The  Kentucky 
Court  of  Appeals  ruled  last  month  that  a 
mother’s  lesbianism  was  not  sufficient 
grounds  to  deny  her  custody  of  her  12-year- 
old  daughter.  The  decision  reversed  a  lower 
court  finding  that  the  mother  was  unfit  due 
to  her  sexual  preference,  despite  testimony 
that  the  father  had  subjected  the  child  to 
“undue  harsh  discipline.” 

According  to  the  weekly  news  of  Miami, 
the  case  has  now  been  sent  back  to  the  lower 
court  for  a  new  custody  trial.  The  appeals 
court  has  ordered  that  “all  relevant  factors” 
are  to  be  considered. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

Accessibility  to  the 
March  on 
Washington 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  October  11 
March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  will  be  wheelchair  accessible  and  sign 
language  interpreted.  A  special  contingent 
for  people  with  disabilities  is  also  being 
organized  for  the  March. 

Vans,  cars  and  open-air  vehicles  will  be 
available  to  transport  people  with  disab¬ 
ilities  and  people  with  AIDS;  on  the  March 
route  wheelchairs  and  wheelchair  pushers 
will  also  be  on  hand.  Hotels  and  housing  ac¬ 
commodations  in  D.C.  are  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible  and  many  of  the  facilities  are  within 
a  few  blocks  of  the  wheelchair-accessible 
Metro  system. 

Sign  language  interpreters  will  be  working 
at  both  the  morning  rally  and  at  the  Ellipse 
and  the  afternoon  rally  at  the  Capitol  on  Oc¬ 
tober  11. 

For  more  information,  call  the  March  of¬ 
fice  at  (202)  783-1828  or  call  Bruce  Rose,  the 
March  Steering  Committee  representative 
for  people  with  disabilities  at  (404) 
239-0222. 

*  *  * 

The  Womyn’s  Braille  Press  has  produced 
the  March  brochure  on  tape  and  in  Braille, 
available  at  no  cost.  The  press  has  publiciz¬ 
ed  the  March  in  their  quarterly  newsletter 
and  are  suggesting  that  disabled  lesbians 
find  time  to  gather  during  the  weekend. 

For  copies  of  the  brochure,  write  to  P.O. 
Box  8475,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  or  call 
(612)  872-4352.  Include  your  name,  address 
and  specify  the  form  of  brochure  you  want. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

VISA  funds 
homophobic  games 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  VISA  recently  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  will  donate  funds  to  the  U.S. 
Olympic  Committee  for  each  VISA  card 
transaction,  VISA  bank  machine  transac¬ 
tions  or  purchase  of  VISA  travelers 
cheques.  The  Olympic  Committee  recently 
won  a  court  battle  to  prohibit  use  of  the 
term  “Gay  Olympics”  by  sponsors  of  the 
lesbian/gay  sports  event  now  called  the 
“Gay  Games.” 

According  to  the  weekly  news  of  Miami, 
the  “per-transaction”  fundraising  through 
VISA  runs  from  July  1  to  December  31  of 
this  year  and  from  April  1  to  September  30 
of  next  year.  VISA  has  made  an  additional 


multi-million  dollar  commitment  to  the 
U.S.  Olympic  Committee. 

□Stephanie  Poggi 

Powerful  new  HIV 
antibody  announced 
at  Baylor 

WACO,  TX  —  A  pair  of  researchers  from 
the  Baylor  College  of  Medicine  have 
discovered  an  antibody  which  they  say 
prevented  transmission  of  the  AIDS  virus 
from  infected  cells  to  healthy  cells  in  the  test 
tube. 

Drs.  Nancy  and  Tse  Wen  Chang  have 
developed  a  preparation  called  a  monclonal 
antibody  which,  in  the  test  tube,  targets  cells 
infected  with  the  AIDS  viruses  and  also  ap¬ 
pears  to  attack  the  virus  itself,  according  to 
the  Montrose  Voice.  This  targeting  ability  is 
important,  since  AZT,  the  only  federally- 
approved  treatment  for  AIDS,  also  affects 
healthy  cells,  causing  side  effects. 

“We  must  emphasize  that  this  cannot  be 
called  a  cure  for  AIDS  and  that  any  treat¬ 
ment  of  patients  based  on  our  findings  is 
probably  at  least  two  years  away,”  said 
Nancy  Chang.  “Any  application  for  human 
treatment  must  be  considered  very  pre¬ 
liminary.” 

The  Changs  must  now  test  the  anti-body’s 
effectiveness  on  HIV-infected  human  blood 
cells  in  the  test  tube.  If  these  tests,  which  are 
expected  to  take  several  months,  are  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  research  team  will  seek  approval 
from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  to 
test  the  preparation  on  people  who  have 
AIDS. 

Dr.  Joseph  L.  Melnick,  who  chairs 
Baylor’s  virology  and  epidemiology  depart¬ 
ment,  said  that  Chang’s  discovery  is 
“perhaps  1,000  times  more  potent,  perhaps 
even  more  so,  than  any  antibody  that  is 
known  about  until  this  time  in  being  able  to 
neutralize  the  virus.” 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Creative  action 
against  AIDS 

BOSTON,  MA  —  A  new  booklet  entitled 
You  CAN  Do  Something  About  AIDS  is  be¬ 
ing  prepared  as  a  non-profit,  cooperative  ef¬ 
fort  by  a  number  of  area  publishers  and 
writers.  The  booklet,  which  will  be  widely 
distributed  next  spring,  free  of  charge,  is  in¬ 
tended  to  help  people  understand  what  they 
can  do  as  individuals  to  combat  AIDS. 

Alyson  Publications  is  coordinating  the 
all-volunteer  effort.  According  to  Sasha 
Alyson,  “Most. .  .people  assume  there’s 
nothing  they  can  do  [about  AIDS].  The 
point  of  this  booklet  is  to  give  them  some 
ideas,  to  get  them  started,  to  encourage 
them  to  think  creatively  about  the  options 
open  to  them.” 

Some  of  those  ideas  are:  writing  to  state 
and  local  representatives,  volunteering 
specific  skills  to  help  local  AIDS  groups,  or 
finding  ways  to  combat  AIDS  within  the 
context  of  your  profession.  Other  sugges¬ 
tions  are  welcomed  and  can  be  sent  c/o 
Sasha  Alyson,  Alyson  Press,  40  Plympton 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02118. 

□  Ann  Fry 

Old  lovers 

SUNNY  VALLEY,  OR  —  An  anthology 
of  writings  by  old  lesbians  in  in  the  works. 
Tentatively  titled,  Old  Lovers,  the  collection 
will  feature  writings  by  women  over  sixty 
about  their  loving  women  over  sixty.  Editors 
are  calling  for  poems,  short  prose  pieces,  let¬ 
ters,  journal  entries,  photographs  and  draw¬ 
ings  from  women  who  are  intersted  in  con¬ 
tributing  material.  Send  submissions  and 
S.A.S.E.  by  Valentine’s  Day,  1988,  to  OLD 
LOVERS,  c/o  WomanSpirit,  2000  King 
*  Mountain  Trail,  Sunny  Valley,  OR  97497. 

□Ann  Fry 
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LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
_ 267-0300 
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GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 

notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina.  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


helpful  healthcare 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  < 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 
by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

*  confidential  • 


Gay  civil  rights 
activist  dies 

Bayard  Rust  in  chose  to  “light  a  candle  rather  than  curse 
the  darkness  ” 


New  Hampshire  foster 
care  fiasco 

Strategists  split  on  whether  to  fight  against  “ invasion  of 
privacy”  or  for  les/gay  rights 


By  Henry  C.  Chinn 

NEW  YORK  —  Bayard  Rustin  was  well- 
known  for  his  involvement  in  movements 
for  social  change  over  the  past  six  decades. 
He  worked  as  a  youth  organizer  in  the  early 
1940s  for  A.  Philip  Randolph’s  first  march 
on  Washington.  He  was  a  field  secretary  in 
the  late  '50s  and  early  ’60s  for  the  Congress 
for  Racial  Equality  (CORE).  During  World 
War  II  Rustin  served  three  years  in  Lew- 
isburg  Penitentiary  as  a  conscientious  objec¬ 
tor.  He  also  worked  on  behalf  of  Japanese- 
Americans  interned  by  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment.  He  later  acted  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Free  India  Committee. 

During  the  height  of  the  civil  rights  move¬ 
ment,  Rustin  participated  in  the  early 
freedom  rides.  He  helped  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  organize  the  1965  Montgomery 
bus  boycott. 

The  achievement  which  brought  him  na¬ 
tional  recognition  was  his  role  as  the  chief 
organizer  of  the  1963  March  on  Washing¬ 
ton.  This  leadership  role  brought  condem¬ 
nation  from  Senator  Strom  Thurmond 
(R-S.C.),  who  sought  to  expose  Rustin’s 
homosexuality  and  past  ties  to  the  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

Rustin  spent  his  later  years  as  a  director  of 
the  A.  Philip  Randolph  Institute  in  New 
York,  a  support  arm  of  the  AFL-CIO  which 
deals  with  labor  and  human  rights  issues. 

Mr.  Rustin  was  not  one  of  my  heroes.  As 
a  40-year-old  Black  man,  I  admire  his  com¬ 
mitment  to  social  change  and  his  willingness 
to  dedicate  his  life  to  such  a  noble  undertak¬ 
ing.  However,  to  on  who  grew  up  during 
the  height  of  the  civil  rights  movement,  who 
marched  at  the  March  on  Washington, 
Rustin  was  just  a  name.  At  that  time,  Martin 
Luther  King,  Malcolm  X,  James  Baldwin, 
Franz  Fanon  and  Huey  Newton  were  the 
people  who  stimulated  my  intellect  and  my 
emotions. 

It  was  not  until  moving  to  New  York  City 
in  the  late  ’60s  that  Rustin  became  a  per¬ 
sonality  for  me.  He  was  well-known  in  the 
gay  social  circuit  and  he  frequented  many  of 
its  habitats.  I  would  see  him  in  passing  and 
would  acknowledge  him,  but  I  never  felt  the 
need  to  converse  with  him.  The  only  conver¬ 
sation  I  did  have  with  him  was  in  May  of 
1986.  At  that  time  I  interviewed  him  for  Gay 
Community  News.  At  first  I  was  hesitant;  I 
did  not  have  positive  feelings  about  him. 
Many  of  my  Black  friends  in  New  York  con¬ 
sidered  him  an  anachronism.  His  views  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  20  years  of  his  life  often  put  him 
at  odds  with  the  majority  of  the  Black  com¬ 
munity.  I  found  him,  however,  to  be  a 
gentleman  in  the  old  school  tradition  — 
almost  Victorian  in  manner  and  speech. 

Opinions  on  Mr.  Rustin  vary.  James 
Farmer,  formerly  of  CORE,  stated  that 
“Bayard  has  no  credibility  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity.  Bayard’s  commitment  is  to  labor, 
not  to  the  Black  man.  His  belief  that  the 
Black  man’s  problems  are  economic,  not 
racist,  runs  counter  to  the  Black  communi¬ 
ty’s  thinking.” 

Rustin  did  not  deny  the  brutal  effects  of 
racism,  but  once  the  civil  rights  movement 
had  been  successful  in  eradicating  certain 
legal  restraints  on  Black  life,  he  sought  to 
deal  with  the  economic  constraints  that  kept 
Blacks  from  the  mainstream  of  American 
life. 

In  order  to  change  economic  conditions 
of  Black  people,  Rustin  felt  it  was  necessary 


Numbers 
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PWAs  and  their  families. 

Veneita  Porter,  executive  director  of 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS,  said  that  poor 
medical  and  follow-up  care  in  Black  and 
Latino  communities  make  about  15  percent 
of  AIDS  cases  untrackable.  She  said  clinics 
used  by  IV  drug  addicts  often  attribute 
sickness  or  death  to  common  drug-related 
problems  such  as  overdose,  blood  poisoning 
or  cardiac  arrest  without  checking  for 
AIDS-related  symptoms  that  can  be  masked 
by  drugs.  Porter  added  that  AIDS  cases  in 
the  prison  population,  made  up  largely  of 
minorities,  is  also  untrackable  because 
prison  authorities  refuse  to  release  AIDS 
statistics. 


Bayard  Rustin  died  Aug.  24  at  age  75. 


to  form  coalitions  with  other  groups,  given 
that  Blacks  only  made  up  one  tenth  of  the 
population.  At  that  time.  Black  pride  and 
solidarity  were  steeped  in  the  promotion  of 
nationalistic  slogans,  styles,  and  attitudes. 
Rustin’s  message  was  not  warmly  received. 
He  had  moved  too  quickly  to  an  agenda  that 
had  not  been  accepted  by  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  at  large,  and  his  increasing  identif¬ 
ication  with  the  labor  movement  and  the 
Jewish  community  only  served  to  distance 
him  further. 

At  his  passing,  however,  many  Black 
community  leaders  here  in  New  York  paid 
him  generous  homage  for  his  contributions. 
The  establishment  press  hailed  his  life  and 
his  work  —  especially  the  New  York  Times, 
which  even  mentioned  that  Rustin  had  ad¬ 
mitted  to  being  a  homosexual  in  a  recent  in¬ 
terview  with  the  Village  Voice. 

In  the  New  York  Post,  conservative  col¬ 
umnist  Norman  Podhoretz  called  his  pass¬ 
ing  “the  second  death  of  Bayard  Rustin.” 
Podhoretz  claimed  Rustin’s  first  death  oc¬ 
curred  twenty  years  ago  when  the  Black 
community  “killed  him  as  a  force  within  the 
black  community.”  Podhoretz  waxed  on 
about  the  differences  of  opinion  which  set 
Rustin  apart  from  the  majority  in  the  Black 
community.  These  views  Podhoretz  himself 
agreed  with,  such  as  Rustin’s  stand  against 
preferential  quotas  for  Blacks,  his  opposi¬ 
tion  to  divestment  in  South  Africa,  and  his 
lack  of  support  for  what  Podhoretz  termed 
“the  anti-democratic  African  National 
Congress.”  Podhoretz  attempted  to  take 
the  Black  community  to  task  for  not  going 
along  with  Rustin’s  views. 

Unlike  Podhoretz,  I  find  it  hard  to  sit  in 
judgment  of  another  person’s  life  or  other 
people’s  response  to  it.  We  all  hopefully  do 
the  best  we  can  and  follow  whatever  path  we 
feel  is  right  for  us.  Rustin  heard  his  own 
drummer  and  marched  to  his  own  beat.  He 
was  not  my  hero,  but  in  many  ways  he  was  a 
prototype  of  a  change  agent  who  was  ded¬ 
icated  to  what  he  believed.  He  would  light  a 
candle  rather  than  curse  the  darkness. 
Although  I  did  not  agree  with  much  of  what 
he  stood  for  —  especially  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  —  I  can  admire  his  personal 
courage  and  commitment.  At  a  time  when 
such  dedication  is  sorely  needed,  Rustin’s 
life  exemplifies  the  force  of  one  person  who 
truly  believed  that  change  is  possible.  □ 


Harris  said,  however,  that  anti-gay  and 
racist  biases  in  reporting  and  recording 
AIDS  cases  are  slowly  being  worn  away.  Even 
Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop  publicly 
recognized  last  week  that  AIDS  “is  becom¬ 
ing  the  particular  scourge  of  people  who  are 
young,  Black  and  Hispanic.”  Harris  said 
that  until  AIDS  statistics  are  more  accurate, 
“We  will  not  know  whether  to  offer  people 
a  clean  needle  or  a  condom.”  □ 

Oops! 

Along  with  last  week’s  story  about  lesbian 
Methodist  minister  Rosemary  Denman,  we 
inadvertently  printed  a  picture  of  her  lover, 
Winnie  Weir.  To  get  the  “real  picture”of 
Denman  and  Weir,  look  for  our  upcoming 
exclusive  interview  in  GCN. 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

CONCORD,  NH  —  Foster  parents  and 
child  care  workers  here  are  resisting  the 
state’s  attempt  to  force  them  to  say  whether 
they  are  lesbians  or  gay  men. 

Last  month  the  Department  of  Children 
and  Youth  Services  (DCYS)  sent  foster 
parents  affidavits  defining  homosexuality 
and  asking  whether  they  or  “any  adults  in 
[their  households]  are  homosexual.” 

A  homosexual  is  defined  by  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire  as  “any  person  who  know¬ 
ingly  and  voluntarily  performs  or  submits  to 
any  sexual  act  involving  the  sex  organs  of 
one  person  to  the  mouth  or  anus  of  another 
person  of  the  same  gender.” 

As  many  as  30  foster  parents  have  in¬ 
dicated  they  may  not  sign  the  affidavit.  In 
addition,  a  number  of  agencies  who  coord¬ 
inate  the  state’s  foster  care  system  may  not 
send  the  affidavits  to  the  parents  in  their 
programs. 

According  to  DCYS  officials,  foster 
parents  who  do  not  sign  the  affidavit  by 
September  15  will  lose  their  licenses  to  be 
foster  parents.  DCYS  drafted  the  affidavit 
to  comply  with  a  state  law  adopted  in  May 
of  this  year  which  bans  lesbians  or  gay  men 
from  being  foster  parents. 

DCYS  lawyer  Jack  Lightfoot  said  there  is 
little  support  in  the  agency  for  the  law  or  the 
affidavit.  The  affidavits  were  sent  out  mere¬ 
ly  as  an  attempt  to  comply  with  state  law. 
While  Lightfoot  said  the  law  may  be  chal¬ 
lenged  in  court,  the  New  Hampshire  Su¬ 
preme  Judicial  Court  has  already  ruled  the 
law  constitutional. 

According  to  state  foster  parent  coord¬ 
inator  Gail  LeShane,  the  majority  of  foster 
parents  opposed  to  the  affidavit  are  “not  in¬ 
terested  in  debating  the  law  itself.  The  first 
issue  is  [that]  the  signing  of  forms  is  an  inva¬ 
sion  of  their  privacy.” 

“It  is  obviously  a  gay  rights  issue,”  said 
Ross  Jennings,  a  foster  parent  from  Wilton, 
New  Hampshire,  who  is  considering  not 
signing  the  affidavit.  But  Jennings  said  he  is 
not  interested  in  fighting  the  issue  from  a 
gay  rights  perspective  at  this  time.  He  said 
attacking  the  affidavit  as  an  invasion  of 
privacy  is  “the  simplest  way.”  If  this 
strategy  is  ineffective,  Jennings  noted  he  is 
willing  to  “go  to  the  real  head  of  the  matter 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  prison  guard’s  attempt  to 
force  an  inmate  to  be  tested  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies  has  been  denied  by  a  Superior 
Court  judge. 

The  guard,  Joseph  Dean,  contends  that 
Timothy  Bowie,  a  Black  gay  inmate  jailed 
for  prostitution,  severely  scratched  him  and 
spat  on  him  at  the  Deer  Island  House  of 
Correction.  At  a  September  9  hearing  in 
Suffolk  Superior  Court,  Dean’s  lawyer  said 
the  guard  feared  the  AIDS  virus  was 
transmitted  from  Bowie  to  Dean  in  the  inci¬ 
dent. 

“If  Mr.  Bowie  tests  [negative  for  HIV  an¬ 
tibodies]  it  will  allay  some  of  his  [Dean’s] 
fears  and  allow  him  and  his  wife  to  maintain 
a  normal  relationship,”  said  Richard 
DeH’Aria,  Dean’s  lawyer. 

Alec  Gray,  Bowie’s  attorney,  argued  that 
forcing  Bowie  to  take  the  HIV  test  would  be 
a  “physical  invasion  of  his  bodily  integrity” 
and  a  violation  of  Massachusetts  law  bann¬ 
ing  HIV  testing  without  informed  consent. 
“Should  he  [Bowie]  be  tested  and  proven  to 
be  HIV  positive  he  would  open  himself  up  to 
unknown  discrimination.  The  proper  course 
when  met  with  irrational  [fears],  particular¬ 
ly  with  respect  to  this  disease,  is  education.” 

Judge  Robert  Steadman  ruled  that  forc¬ 
ing  Bowie  to  take  the  blood  test  would  sub¬ 
ject  him  “to  a  substantial  risk  of  irreparable 
harm,  i.e.  a  loss  of  rights,  including  his  civil 
rights.”  Conversely,  wrote  Steadman, 
Bowie’s  refusal  to  take  the  test  would  not 
create  a  substantial  risk  for  Dean. 

Dean  will  appeal  Steadman’s  decision  on 
the  motion.  “I  don’t  think  requesting  the 


—  some  people  can’t  tolerate  people  being 
different  than  them.” 

Sarah  Kobylewski,  director  of  the  Casey 
Family  Program  in  the  town  of  Lebanon, 
New  Hampshire,  said  her  agency  will  soon 
decide  whether  they  will  send  out  the  af¬ 
fidavits.  “I  know  part  of  the  opposition  is 
trying  to  rally  around  invasion  of  privacy,” 
said  Kobylewski.  “Our  approach  has  to  do 
with  broader  issues  —  [Wej  look  at  every  in¬ 
dividual  who  is  willing  to  offer  help  for  the 
life  of  a  child  and  what  strengths  they  have. 
We  do  a  tremendous  amount  of  invasion  of 
privacy  getting  to  know  these  people.”  The 
heart  of  the  issue,  according  to  Kobylewski, 
is  that  the  law  banning  lesbian  and  gay 
foster  parents  is  a  “terrible  law  and  it  is  not 
compatible  with  the  philosophy  of  this  pro¬ 
gram.” 

Carry  Demit,  director  of  the  Upper  Valley 
Youth  Services  in  Lebanon,  said  her  board  is 
“appalled”  by  the  affadavit.  The  board  will 
decide  on  a  policy  regarding  the  affidavit  at 
a  meeting  on  September  17. 

“I  don’t  think  [the  state]  is  going  to  take 
kids  out  of  homes  [of  people  who  do  not 
sign  the  affidavit],”  said  Demit.  “I  think 
they  are  going  to  call  people  and  say,  ‘Why 
are  you  doing  this?’  ”  By  that  time,  Demit 
said,  more  organized  opposition  to  the  af¬ 
fidavit  may  be  in  place. 

Foster  parents  did  not  organize  against 
the  anti-gay  foster  care  law  when  it  was  be¬ 
ing  considered  in  the  legislature  because 
“there  didn’t  seem  to  be  anything  indicated 
to  foster  parents  currently  licensed  that  the 
law  would  effect  them  personally  in  some 
way,”  said  LeShane.  “Most  people  felt 
implementation  of  the  law  would  be  for 
future  applicants.” 

According  to  Kobylewski,  organizing 
against  the  legislation  was  minimal  because 
“the  information  we  had  received  at  the 
time  was  that  it  was  such  an  outrageous  pro¬ 
posal  that  was  not  going  to  pass.  We  were 
too  trusting  of  information  we  were  being 
given  by  people  who  appeared  to  be  nearer 
to  the  legislative  process.” 

LeShane,  along  with  a  number  of  foster 
parents,  is  currently  conducting  a  survey  to 
determine  how  many  parents  are  planning 

Continued  on  page  6 


^est  was  unreasonable,”  Dell’Aria  told 
GCN.  “His  [Bowie’s]  rights  of  privacy 
should  fall  secondary  to  Mr.  Dean’s  peace 
of  mind.” 

Dean  has  filed  assault  and  battery  charges 
against  Bowie  because  of  the  incident. 

Bowie  will  file  counter  claims  against 
Dean.  According  to  an  affidavit  signed  by 
Bowie,  he  was  the  object  of  harassment  and 
violence  by  Dean.  Bowie  asserts  that  before 
their  physical  altercation  Dean  said  to  him, 
“Don’t  let  it  [Bowie]  back  out  of  the  wing.” 

“Sgt.  Dean’s  referring  to  me  as  ‘it’  is  a 
direct  reference  to  my  desire  to  associate  and 
be  identified  as  a  member  of  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  well  as  my  desire  to  comport 
myself  and  to  appear,  by  virtue  of  my  dress 
and  style,  as  a  member  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty,”  stated  Bowie. 

The  physical  altercation  began  when 
Dean  dragged  him  by  his  sweatshirt,  causing 
him  to  fall,  said  Bowie.  “Sgt.  Dean  fell  on 
top  of  me  and  began  punching  and  kicking 
me.  While  I  was  on  the  ground  and 
defenseless,  other  correctional  officers  . . . 
began  to  punch  and  kick  me.  During  the 
course  of  this  altercation,  the  officers  broke 
my  thumb  and  severely  damaged  my  knee.” 

Bowie  admits  to  scratching  Dean  in  self- 
defense.  He  claims  he  never  spat  at  the 
guard. 

Bowie  asserted  he  was  denied  medical 
care  following  the  incident  and  informed  by 
a  nurse  and  the  Deputy  Superintendent  of 
the  jail  that  criminal  charges  would  be  press¬ 
ed  against  him  if  he  refused  to  submit  to  an 
HIV  antibody  test.  □ 


Inmate  won’t  be  tested 

A  Massachusetts  law  prohibiting  forced  HIV  testing 
survived  its  first  challenge  in  court 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


Speaking  out,  reaching  in  — 
listen  to  your  heart 

Dear  GCN: 

I  would  like  to  personally  thank  the  staff 
of  GCN  for  all  the  hard  work  and  effort  put 
into  the  SPEAKING  OUT/REACHING  IN 
issue  of  GCN.  Many  of  the  articles  and  let¬ 
ters  touched  my  heart.  Many  people  do  not 
realize  the  situations  that  must  be  dealt  with 
on  a  daily  basis  by  women  in  prison.  The 
issues  of  health  concerns  and  loneliness  are 
probably  the  most  important  to  many  in¬ 
mates,  yet  are  also  issues  that  are  ignored 
and  disregarded  by  correctional  staff 
members. 

I’m  sure  that  the  letters  that  touched  me 
most  were  about  being  separated  from 


Thanks  again  for  all  the  hard  work!  It 
really  is  truly  appreciated! 

Respectfully, 
Deborah  Meyers 
m  Box  S3S 

■  Jessup,  MA  20794 


Accurately  honoring 
Rustin’s  memory 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Boston  Globe. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  am  deeply  disappointed  that  the  editors 
of  the  Globe  did  not  commemorate  the  full 
range  of  civil  rights  work  done  by  the  late 
Bayard  Rustin.  Nowhere  in  either  the  obit¬ 
uary  or  the  editorial  published  August  25 
did  you  discuss  his  gay  rights  activism,  let 
alone  his  sexual  orientation.  He  had  been 
outspoken  about  both  for  over  a  decade. 

To  quote  from  an  interview  published 
June  30  in  the  Village  Voice,  Mr.  Rustin 
believed  “prejudice  is  of  a  single  bit _ To¬ 

day,  the  barometer  of  where  one  is  on  hu¬ 
man  rights  questions  is  no  longer  the  black, 
it’s  the  gay  community.  Because  it  is  the 
community  which  is  most  easily 
mistreated.”  This  interview  highlighted  Mr. 
Rustin’s  belief  that  the  social  revolutions 
wrought  by  blacks,  women,  and  gays  share  a 
common  heritage.  It  is  impossible  to  sep¬ 
arate  one  aspect  of  his  work  from  others,  as 
the  Globe  attempted  to  do.  Further,  Mr. 
Rustin’s  sexual  preference  became  a  smear 
tactic  in  the  hands  of  civil  rights  opponents, 
surely  a  point  worth  recalling  in  recounting 
his  part  in  that  movement. 

I  can  only  conclude  that  the  editors  decid¬ 
ed  to  overlook  Mr.  Rustin’s  commitment  to 
gay  rights  in  the  belief  that  they  were  honor¬ 
ing  his  memory.  They  are  much  mistaken. 
They  have  succeeded  only  in  revealing  their 
own  ignorance  of  and  awkwardness  with 
openly  gay  leaders,  especially  leaders  whose 
beliefs  do  not  fit  into  the  neat  “special  in¬ 
terest”  categories  and  whose  vision  em¬ 
braces  the  whole  of  humanity.  Such  omis¬ 
sions  are  insulting  to  openly  gay  people  like 
Mr.  Rustin  as  well  as  to  all  those  working  for 
social  justice. 

The  gay  community  will  remember  the  en¬ 
tire  life  of  Bayard  Rustin,  acclaiming  hiS 
work  on  behalf  of  all  people,  and  numbering 
among  his  survivors  his  long-time  lover.  I 
urge  other  to  do  likewise,  and  to  seek  out  the 
Voice  interview  —  because  you  won’t  “find 
it  all  in  the  Globe.” 


Sincerely, 
Cynthia  Brown 
Dorchester,  MA 


lovers  and  being  afraid  to  let  other  inmates 
get  close  emotionally.  This  is  a  common 
reality  for  incarcerated  women.  It’s  sad,  but 
very  true.  Women  do  use  and  abuse  each 
other  in  prison.  We  find  ourselves  watching 
our  backs  constantly,  and  tend  to  be  afraid 
to  get  too  close  to  the  women  around  us. 
Here  at  MCIW,  the  women  refuse  to  stick 
together  and  emotionally  support  each 
other.  As  the  system  works  against  us,  we 
seem  to  in  turn  work  against  each  other. 
And  it  only  seems  to  get  worse... 

Lesbianism  is  indeed  a  convenience  for 
many  women  in  prison.  They  cling  to  each 
other  for  security,  only  to  leave  each  other 
behind  to  be  forgotten  as  the  memories  of 
prison  fade.  Still,  once  in  a  while  you’ll  meet 
someone  that  becomes  very  special  and  will 
stick  by  you.  We  cannot  cut  ourselves  off 
emotionally  because  we  are  afraid  of  being 
hurt.  Life  offers  many  hurts  and  forms  of 
suffering,  yet  it  also  offers  the  opportunity 
to  grow.  By  cutting  ourselves  off  from  other 
people,  we  tend  to  miss  out  on  many  fulfill¬ 
ing  experiences. 

I  have  been  very  guarded  with  my  feelings 
during  my  stay  here  at  MCIW.  During  that 
time  I  almost  lost  someone  that  I  now  plan 
to  spend  the  rest  of  my  life  with.  Of  course, 
we  went  through  many  changes  over  a  two 
year  period,  but  every  relationship  goes 
through  phases  of  growth.  None  of  which  I 
would  trade  for  anything  in  the  world.  I 
could  have  lost  the  one  person  that  I  love 
most  because  I  was  afraid  of  being  let  down. 
All  1  can  suggest  to  other  women  in  such  a 
situation  is  that  sometimes  it’s  best  to  let  go 
and  listen  to  your  heart. . .  Don’t  let  them 
make  you  cold  and  bitter,  because  then 
you’ll  be  feeding  their  (both  the  inmates’ 
and  officers’)  sick  need  to  make  you 
miserable. 

Our  lives,  inside  and  out,  are  what  we 
make  them.  Being  cautious  is  one  thing,  but 
making  your  own  prison  within  a  prison  is 
outrageous. 

PAGE  4  □  SEPTEMBER  13-19,  1987 


Change  subhead  to  include 
bisexuals 

Dear  GCN: 

In  all  the  flurry  of  argument  around  the 
Great  GCN  Name  Change  Debate,  I  find 
I’ve  been  left  on  the  sidelines  again.  If  you 
are  trying  to  be  inclusive  and  accomodating 
enough  to  consider  changing  the  name  to 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  News,  why 
haven’t  you  suggested  calling  it  Gay,  Les¬ 
bian  and  Bisexual  Community  News ? 

An  “avowed”  bisexual,  I  am  deeply  com¬ 
mitted  to  women  emotionally,  sexually  and 
intellectually;  I  work  for  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation,  feminism  and  self-determination 
for  all  people.  I  am  a  dedicated,  contrib¬ 
uting  member  (not  a  visitor  or  observor)  of 
the  gay  community. 

However,  although  women  are  the  priori¬ 
ty  in  my  life,  I  have  chosen  to  openly 
recognize  my  capacity  for  sexually  and  emo¬ 
tionally  loving  certain  men,  and  for  that  I  go 
consistently  unacknowledged  by  the  gay  and 
lesbian  media.  I  feel  fine  about  calling  the 
paper  Gay  Community  News,  but  we  cannot 
in  good  conscience  continually  relegate 
bisexuals  to  invisibility  in  what  is  our  com¬ 
munity  too.  I  propose  revising  the  sub¬ 
heading  to  read  “The  Weekly  for  Lesbians, 
Gay  Males  and  Bisexuals.”  Please  consider 
and  respond  to  my  proposal.  We  are  a  large 
percentage  of  your  readership  and  support¬ 
ers,  and  We  Are  Everywhere! 

In  Solidarity, 

■  Liz  Nania 

Brookline,  MA 

Clear-“cut”  protest 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  furious  yesterday  to  pick  up  a 
magazine  and  read  a  full-page  ad  stating 
that  every  time  I  use  my  Visa  card  between 
now  and  December  31,  Visa  will  make  a 
donation  to  the  1988  U.S.  Olympic  Team. 

□  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
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SUSTAIN  GCN 

And  yourself  and  your  community. 


Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you.  and  activate  you. 

join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here’s  how  it  works.  Pledge  SI 20  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  SI  20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  SI 0/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN’s  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you. 

•  a  year’s  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country’s  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
i  this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 

I  want  to  sustain  GCN  and  my  community! 

Sign  me/us  up  to  pledge: 

□  $120  □$200  □  $300  □  $400  0$500  D$l000  □  Other 
to  be  made  over  the  next  12  months  in: 

□  one  □  two  □  three  □  four  installments 

Enclosed  is  my/our  first  tax  deductible  pledge  of  $ _ 

Name _ 

Address  _ 


Mail  to:  GCN  Sustained,  62  Berkeley  St,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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OUR  I54H  AND 
SAVE  I J  BUCKS 
OFF  THE 
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New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □  I  year  $33  $ 

25  weeks  $20  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rites  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Many  GCN  readers  probably  already 
know  that  the  U.S.  Olympic  Committee  has 
a  notoriously  anti-gay  history.  In  1982,  it 
sued  organizers  of  what  was  then  called  the 
Gay  Olympics,  on  the  grounds  that  Con¬ 
gress  had  granted  the  USOC  exclusive  rights 
to  use  the  word  “Olympics.”  Dozens  of 
other  groups,  ranging  from  the  Armenian 
Olympics  and  the  Police  Olympics  to  the 
Rat  Olympics  and  the  Crab-Cooking  Olym¬ 
pics,  had  used  the  term;  the  USOC  had 
never  seemed  to  mind.  But  the  Gay  Olym¬ 
pics  got  hit  with  an  expensive  lawsuit. 

Ultimately,  the  USOC  forced  the  Gay 
Olympics  to  change  their  name  to  the  Gay 
Games.  As  a  gay  man,  I  refuse  to  make  a 
purchase  that  results  in  a  contribution  to  the 
U.S.  Olympic  Team. 

I  urge  readers  who  feel  the  same  way  to  do 
what  I’m  doing:  cut  your  VISA  card  in  half, 
and  send  one  half  to  Jan  Soderstrom,  VISA- 
Marketing  Dept.,  Olympic  Program,  PO 
Box  8999,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128. 
Enclose  a  note  explaining  why  you  will  not 
use  your  card  again. 

Then  send  the  other  half  to  me:  Sasha 
Alyson,  Alyson  Publications,  40  Plympton 
St.,  Boston,  MA  021 18. 1  think  I  can  find  an 
artist  who  likes  working  creatively  with 
unusual  material,  and  who  can  use  these 
half-cards  to  sculpt  a  memorial  to  Tom 
Waddell,  the  Gay  Games  founder  who  re¬ 
cently  died  of  AIDS.  Do  it  now,  and  we  can 
have  the  memorial  in  time  for  the  October 
March  on  Washington. 

We  don’t  often  get  such  an  easy,  clear- 
cut  way  to  fight  back  against  the  discrimina¬ 
tion  we  face.  Let’s  not  pass  up  this  chance. 

Sincerely, 

■  Sasha  Alyson 

Boston,  MA 


Oppose  Bork  now 

Dear  GCN: 

The  potential  of  a  Bork-Rehnquist 
Supreme  Court  is  frightening.  Robert 
Bork’s  vigorous  opposition  to  many  land¬ 
mark  decisions  make  it  likely  that  he  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  overturn  them.  The  damage  report 
could  be  long. 

Bork’s  position  that  the  Constitution 
does  not  provide  a  right  to  privacy  would 
adversely  affect  women’s  reproductive 
rights,  as  well  as  lesbian  and  gay  rights.  On 
many  occasions  he  has  attacked  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision  invalidating  a 
Connecticut  law  which  banned  the  use  of 
contraceptives  (even  by  married  couples  in 
the  home). 

Bork  would  provide  protection  only  for 
free  speech  that  was  “explicitly  political.” 
Pornographic,  literary  and  scientific  expres¬ 
sion  would  not  be  protected. 

Bork  has  repeatedly  expressed  contempt 
for  decisions  upholding  affirmative  action, 
desegregation  and  equal  opportunity.  He 
even  opposes  the  rule  of  “one  man,  one 
vote.” 

In  short,  Bork  is  an  advocate  for  judicial 
restraint  in  dealing  with  legislation  he  favors 
(mainly  that  restricting  individuals’  rights  or 
liberties),  and  a  judicial  activist  in  regards  to 
legislation  he  opposes  (mainly  that  limiting 
property  rights). 

I  encourage  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  con¬ 
vey  their  opposition  to  Bork’s  nomination 
before  we  arrive  in  Washington  on  October 
11.  His  confirmation  hearings  start 
September  15. 

Sincerely, 

_  Mark  Friedman 

Cambridge,  MA 

Male  intimacy  —  N.Y.,  1880s 

Dear  GCN: 

While  I  am  grateful  to  Harry  Hay  for 
evoking  my  name  in  his  discussion  of 
Charley  Shively’s  Calamus  Lovers,  I  should 
clarify  that  my  study  does  NOT  support 
Hay’s  contention  that  there  was  a  lean  and 
narrow  cultural  morality  which  “prevailed 
from  1800  to  the  end  of  World  War  I.”  The 
very  heart  of  my  study  of  male  intimacy  in 
New  York  between  1840  and  1880  beats 
against  that  uniformity. 

Certainly  the  end  of  World  War  1  marks  a 
watershed  in  Western  urban  morality.  But 
so  do  the  1880s  and  1890s,  when  what  we  in 
the  1980s  might  recognize  as  an  urban  gay 
male  subculture  emerged.  And  so  do  the 
1840s,  when  at  least  in  New  York  an  undif¬ 
ferentiated  but  distinctly  erotic  urban 
energy  exploded. 

Hay  has  good  reason  to  fault  Shively  for 
clothing  Whitman  “in  last  year’s  styles.” 
But  he  himself  must  be  faulted  for  clothing 
Whitman  in  the  styles  of  his  own  youth  —  as 


well  as  those  of  the  aristocracy  in  Regency 
London. 

Male  intimacy  in  New  York  during  the 
mid- 1800s  was  subject  to  less  stringent  social 
controls  than  later,  and  offered  to  an 
egalitarian  like  Whitman  more  genuine  hope 
for  a  democracy  founded  on  male  intimacy 
than  England  did.  A  thorough  study  of 
Whitman’s  New  York  context  will  show, 
perhaps  surprisingly,  that  his  vision  of  a  city 
of  lovers  was  far  more  grounded  in  social 
realities  than  it  would  have  been  at  the  end 
of  the  century  —  or  in  Hay’s  own  youth. 

Yours  truly, 

■  Michael  Lynch 

Toronto,  Canada 

March  benefit  for  women  only? 

Dear  GCN: 

On  August  30  I  went  to  the  dance  at 
Somewhere  Else  to  benefit  the  March  on 
Washington.  I  know  that  Somewhere  Else  is 
usually  a  woman’s  bar,  but  I  assumed  that 
men  would  be  welcome  since  this  was  sup¬ 
posedly  a  benefit  dance  for  the  entire  gay 
community.  I  assumed  wrong.  I  was  hassled 
at  the  door  about  my  ID  and  denied  admit¬ 
tance  because  I  couldn’t  “prove”  I  was  over 
21 .  (I’m  actually  32.)  The  two  women  ahead 
of  me  weren’t  asked  to  produce  any  ID  and 
just  walked  in  unharassed. 

As  I  walked  away  I  wondered  why  the 
event  wasn’t  simply  advertised  as  a  women- 
only  dance,  since  obviously  the  management 
was  using  the  drinking  laws  of  our  fascist 
government  to  exclude  men  from  the  dance. 

If  the  March  on  Washington  is  supposed 
to  bring  us  together,  it  certainly  didn’t  suc¬ 
ceed  that  night. 

If  this  is  what  “gay  solidarity”  is  suppos¬ 
ed  to  be,  we  certainly  have  a  long  way  to  go. 

If  we  expect  to  present  a  unified  front  to 
accomplish  anything  in  Washington  in  Oc¬ 
tober,  we  are  going  to  be  cruelly  disap¬ 
pointed  if  the  rest  of  the  women  in  our 
“community”  have  the  same  attitude  as  the 
management  of  Somewhere  Else. 

In  deep  regret, 

_  Brian  A.  Combs 

Brookline,  MA 


Come  Mouth  Off 
About  GCN 

Our  new  bi-monthly  membership  meeting  is 
Monday  September  21 ,  6:30-8:30  at  the  GCN  office 
(62  Berkeley  Street  in  Boston’s  South  End).  Any 
member  is  welcome  and  encouraged  to  come.  What 
makes  one  a  member?  Any  of  you  who  have  vol¬ 
unteered  here  as  writers,  layout  crew,  proof¬ 
readers,  photographers,  board  members,  Friday 
night  mailers,  etc.  —  you  are  all  members. 

We  will  be  talking  about  new  ideas  for  news  and 
features  articles  (given  our  new  design  and  new 
editors),  about  the  national  march,  about  job  open¬ 
ings  at  the  paper,  about  a  November  retreat  for  us, 
and  more. 

□ 

GCN  Job  Openings 

Typesetter  (available  mid-October):  Typeset 
news  and  features  articles  and  other  copy  for 
weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad  copy,  promotional 
materials,  etc.  Position  involves  other  staff  duties 
as  well.  Qualifications:  Strong  typing  and/or 
word  processing  skills  required.  Typesetting  ex¬ 
perience,  particularly  on  a  Compugraphic  Edit- 
writer  7500  helpful.  (Training  is  available.)  Strong 
writing  and  good  grammar/copy  editing  skills 
preferred.  Deadline  for  application  is  Oct  I. 

Local  Reporter  (available  November  I): 
Research,  investigate  and  write  news  stories  about 
Boston/New  England,  and,  as  necessary,  national 
news  stories.  Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills 
and  ability  to  write  several  news  stories  under 
weekly  deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  gay  and  lesbian  community  and  issues 
helpful.  Deadline  for  application  is  October  8. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $l90/wk  and 
include  health/life  insurance,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job 
Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Rubber  gloves  and  genocide: 
in  our  own  backyard 


The  following  statements  from  two  of 
GCN’s  prisoner  readers  give  us  some  feeling 
for  how  successful  our  nation’s  Justice 
Department  and  Departments  of 
Corrections  have  been  in  hiding  not  only 
who  is  in  their  cages  and  why,  but  also 
what’s  happening  with  the  spread  of  AIDS 
in  these  places  where  condoms  and  clean 
needles  are  generally  just  not  available.  It 
would  be  hard  to  find  a  group  of  people 
more  invisible,  and  therefore  more 
'disposable,  ’  than  prisoners  with  AIDS.  We 
hope  that  you  wilt  be  moved  to  be  in  touch 
with  your  local  AIDS  support  groups  to 
have  some  attention  paid  to  what  must  be 
one  of  the  most  abandoned  groups  of 
people  in  our  community. 

By  Charlie  Willis,  333526  Ellis  2,  Huntsville, 
TX  77340 

Whatever  approach  one  takes  towards  the 
dilemma  of  being  a  PWA  in  prison,  a  mental 
war  is  fought  to  push  thoughts  of  death 
from  one’s  mind.  Isolation,  which  nearly  all 
PWAs  are  in,  removes  almost  all  outside  in¬ 
fluences  and  distractions.  This  causes  a  con¬ 
tinual  confrontation  with  onesself  that’s 
escapable  only  in  sleep,  and  even  then 
medication  is  needed  to  overcome  the 
nightmares  —  medication  prisoners  usually 
can’t  get.  The  struggle  of  a  PWAs  thoughts 
(life  vs.  death)  is  hard  fought  and  momen¬ 
tary  victories  (living  thoughts)  are  precious 
things  for  the  isolated  PWA.  Maintaining 
such  thoughts  requires  all  the  positive 
resources  (which  are  near  nonexistent  in 
prison)  we  have.  A  struggle  is  waged  for 
every  minute  of  those  ever  so  precious 
thoughts  of  happiness. 

The  isolation  is  unjust  in  itself,  but  the 
issue  below  is  the  topic  that  prompted  our 
outrage. 

The  PWA  draws  upon  the  letters  and 
photos  that  he/she  cherishes,  given  they 
have  any,  and  manages  (sometimes)  to  have 
a  respite  from  thoughts  of  death.  Then  a 
guard  comes  to  his/her  cell  wearing  rubber 
gloves!  So  the  gloves,  in  one  great  assault  on 
his/her  mind,  smashes  hours  and  hours  (if 
not  days)  of  struggle.  The  gloves  are  a 
reminder  of  death.  And  so,  once  again  the 
PWA’s  struggle  with  death  begins  anew, 
with  the  knowledge  that  victory  (thoughts  of 
living  over  death)  may  never  be  won  again. 

Most  all  prison  personnel  see  the  use  of 
rubber  gloves  as  minor,  considering  the 
seriousness  of  AIDS  overall.  What  everyone 
misses  is  that  it’s  how  the  PWA  sees  it  that 
matters. 

We  would  like  to  express  our  thanks  to 
GCN’s  Prisoner  Project  for  the  support  we 
have  been  given  in  the  form  of  space  for  our 
attempts  to  find  penpal  friends  and  for  ex¬ 
pressing  ourselves  on  the  “Community 
Voices”  pages.  We  have,  however,  been  sur¬ 
prised  at  how  little  response  our  com¬ 
munications  have  brought.  Why  is  this? 

Gay  Pride  was  recently  held  and  we  in 
here  saw  your  celebrations  through  GCN. 
When  it  was  over  you  returned  home  and 
reviewed  in  GCN  your  pride  nationwide. 
How  can  you  be  proud  when  gay  PWAs  are 
dying  in  here  alone?  We  don’t  think  you 
owe  us  anything,  but  is  it  just  to  allow 
PWAs  to  perish  under  such  conditions? 

You  express  so  much  outrage  (us  also) 
concerning  Nicaragua,  but  your  brothers 
and  sisters  (PWAs)  are  now  dying  under 
equally  unjust  conditions  right  in  your  own 
communities’  prisons.  Is  it  not  also  political¬ 
ly  correct  to  tend  to  your  own  back-yard 
before  tending  to  others?  We  have  asked 
several  questions  in  this  statement  so  as  to 
give  you,  the  reader,  an  opportunity  to  res¬ 
pond  to  us. 


By  Richard  Dennard,  108996  Magnolia  4, 
Angola,  LA  70712 

Thank  you  for  continuing  my 
subscription  to  GCN.  I  understand  that  due 
to  the  amount  of  letters  you  receive  (being 
about  the  only  place  that  ever  responds  at 
all!)  answering  them  would  take  powers 
from  above  to  accomplish.  But  this  is  a  very 
serious  problem. 

Just  recently  the  American  Correctional 
Association  met  in  New  Orleans  to  discuss 
the  problem  of  handling  the  AIDS  situation 
inside  prisons.  Over  4000  representatives 
met.  They  made  their  showing  —  and  that’s 
about  it.  They  refused  to  issue  condoms  due 


to  the  fact  that  it  would  make  them  seem  as 
if  they  were  condoning  what  goes  on 
constantly  —  homosexuality.  The  two  most 
common  ways  of  contracting  the  virus  are 
nearly  second  nature  to  most  inmates: 
homosexuality  and  drug  use.  But  the 
Departments  of  ‘Corrections’  have  chosen 
to  keep  their  eyes  shut  and  their  mouths 
open  —  open  to  tell  the  lies  that  they  don’t 
have  any  AIDS  problem  to  speak  of.  And 
since  nobody  else  out  there  seems  to  want  to 
speak  of  it  either,  our  deaths  and  the 
education  it  would  take  to  prevent  them,  are 
ignored.  The  “corrections”  people  were 
more  worried  about  how  to  protect  their 
staff  than  they  were  about  prisoners  already 
dying  (alone). 

I  have  three  other  friends  who  are 
working  with  me  to  gather  all  of  the 
information  that  we  possibly  can.  We  have 
cut  articles  out  of  every  magazine, 
newspaper,  book,  etc.  We  have  written 
people  concerning  literature,  but  most  have 
chosen  to  ignore  us  because  we  are 
incarcerated. 

I  never  thought  I’d  want  to  work  so  hard 
for  any  one  reason,  but  this  has  done  it. 
Nothing  really  helps  you  to  understand 
what’s  going  on  in  the  world,  until  the 
subject  strikes  you,  or  someone  you  love.  I 
now  understand  what  all  of  the  families, 
friends  and  lovers  of  PWAs  are  going 
through.  I  know  1  cannot  find  the  needed 
cure  behind  these  walls,  but  I  can  teach  my 
fellow  prisoners  what  is  known. 

I  have  found  the  word  that  covers  what 
our  Departments  of  ‘Corrections’  are 
condoning:  Genocide — 1st  Degree  Murder! 
By  their  non-actions  to  stop  the  spread  of 
AIDS,  they  are  murdering  us.  What  I’m 
asking  you  for  is  the  names  and  addresses  of 
any  persons  or  places  that  I  can  contact. 

Thank  you  for  your  patience. 


[Prisoner  Project  note:  A  wonderful 
monthly  newsletter,  PWA  Coalition 
Newsline,  published  by  and  for  people  with 
AIDS  and  AIDS  Related  Conditions,  is 
available  to  PWAs  and  PWA  res,  especially 
those  receiving  disability,  for  free  (and  to 
people  in  a  position  to  pay  for  $20  per  year) 
from:  PWA  Coalition,  263 A  West  1 9th  St. 
No.  125,  New  York,  NY  1001 1.  They  too 
need  to  hear  about  what’s  happening  in 
prisons.  Write  them.] 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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Polly  (Sheila  McCarthy)  in  I’ve  Heard  the  Mermaids  Singing. 

To  all  the  stars  who 
won’t  say  ‘it’ 

Or  why  I  cringe  when  Patricia  Rozema  says  her  film  is  not 
‘ about  lesbianism  ’ 


By  Loie  Hayes 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  I’m  always 
interested  in  claiming  my  cultural  idols 
—  movie  directors,  TV  stars,  writers  —  as 
queer  kin.  It’s  an  obsession  I  don’t  com¬ 
pletely  enjoy.  But  my  thirst  for  public  role 
models,  and  for  gay  content,  has  hardly 
been  satisfied  by  the  increase  in  gay  film 
and  TV  characters  in  the  last  three  years. 
And  when  a  filmmaker  does  feature  a  gay 
or  lesbian  character  he  or  she  is  usually 


loathe  to  discuss  the 
significance  of  that  inclu¬ 
sion.  Maybe  we’re  just 
T&M  longing  to  make  visible  the 
“invisible”  minority,  but  then  too,  it  may 
be  a  more  personal  longing  to  be  closer  to 
our  stars  in  spirit  if  not  in  status. 

That  longing  gets  even  stronger  when  the 
idol  in  question  declines  to  come  out  ex¬ 
plicitly  yet  gives  lots  of  broad  hints  that 
they  might  “know  Dorothy”  or  be  one  of 
“our  kind.”  People  like  Lily  Tomlin  or 
Richard  Chamberlain  are  certainly  entitled 
to  their  privacy  and  I  can  even  understand 
not  wanting  to  do  Queerness  101  in  every  in¬ 
terview  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  But  if  all 
the  gay  stars  stay  so  tight-lipped  that  their 
queerness  remains  the  thing  everyone’s 
waiting  for  them  to  talk  about,  how  will  we 
ever  get  to  the  day  when  it  really  is  “no  big 
deal”? 

Consider  this  example:  a  feminist  film¬ 
maker  writes  in  lesbians  as  two  of  the  three 
main  characters  in  her  film.  The  actors  pre¬ 
sent  authentic  portraits  and  the  audience 
gets  to  see  lust,  affection  and  the  eye-to-eye 
confidence  of  women  who  do  not  fear 
another  woman’s  desire.  The  film’s  lead  is 
an  asexual  woman  who’s  emotionally  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  lovers.  She’s  surprised  by 
their  sexuality  but  quickly  comes  to  think 
that  gender  is  irrelevant.  In  this  attitude  she 
speaks  for  her  creator,  and  she  addresses 
those  in  the  audience  who  may  be  surprised 
or  reticent  when  confronted  by  the  lovers’ 
natural  lust  up  there  on  the  wide  screen. 

The  filmmaker,  Patricia  Rozema,  hopes 
heterosexual  viewers  of  her  film  I’ve  Heard 
the  Mermaid  Singing  will  be  able  to  adopt 
her  own  “matter-of-fact,  so-what”  attitude 
toward  the  lesbian  characters.  “If  the  film 
has  been  effective,”  she  says,  “we  have 
seen  this  relationship  through  Polly’s  [the 
protagonist’s]  eyes.  At  first  she’s  shocked 
and  then  she  can  handle  it.  In  Polly’s  mind 
it’s  all  the  same.  It’s  love  and  attraction  and 
romance.” 

Rozema  is  adamant  that  the  film  is  not 
“about  dykes”  and  I’m  glad  to  agree  that 
Mermaids  is  “about”  much  more  than 
whether  or  not  Polly  can  come  to  accept 
two  lesbians.  Mermaids  is  an  ambitious  and 
thoroughly  entertaining  treatise  on  creativi¬ 
ty  and  commercial  success;  it’s  an  “anti¬ 
authority”  film  with  the  nerd  winning  over 
the  admiration  of  the  elegant,  savvy,  rich 
power-turkey.  So  what  if  they’re  all 
women? 

I  guess  it  comes  back  to  that  longing 
again.  I  asked  Rozema  how  she  wanted  les¬ 
bians  to  feel  after  viewing  her  film.  “The 
funny  thing  is,”  she  said,  “when  you  make 
a  film  or  write  a  story,  the  world  seems  to 
think  you’re  making  a  statement  about  all 


people  in  that  category.  And  I’m  not.  I’m 
creating  very  distinct  characters,  out  of  my 
head.  With  Mary  [one  of  the  lesbians]  I  did 
put  a  leather  jacket  on  her  and  gave  her  lots 
of  eye  liner  and  made  her  very  direct.  Partly 
because  the  actress  who  was  playing  her 
looks  a  little  too  wholesome,  not  to  play  a 
lesbian  I  mean,  but  for  that  character.  So  I 
made  her  just  a  little  tougher.  I  also  wanted 
just  to  make  her  look  good  and  I  thought 
she  looked  good,”  Rozema  laughed. 

“But  lesbians  who  watch  it,  I  guess  I 
would  like  them  to  feel. .  .certainly  not  of¬ 
fended  by  the  characters,  but  interested  in 
them... I  guess,  affirmed.  I  think  one  of 
the  most  effective  ways  to  affirm  is  to  just 
make  no  issue  of  it.  It’s  like  I  consider 
myself  a  feminist,  but  I  never  get  into 
feminist  arguments.  I  just  try  to  do  a  good 
job  and  assume  I  can  do  whatever  I  want  to 
do  and  that  my  gender  is  not  relevant  in 
almost  every  situation.  You  assume  the 
validity  and  you  get  it.” 

Oh  Mary,  shoot  me  if  I’m  coining  a  new 
critical  term  but  Rozema’s  attitude  seems 
distinctly  post-liberationist.  Mermaids, 
Waiting  for  the  Moon  and  Parting  Glances 
could  not  have  been  shown  without  the  last 
two  decades  movement  against  homo¬ 
phobia.  Yet  they  have  gone  so  far  beyond 
our  familiar  coming  out  advocacy  stories; 
they’ve  got  more  important  things  to  talk 
about,  like  art  and  death  for  instance.  I 
know  this  is  progress  but  why  do  I  still  want 
to  see  the  Parting  Glances  boys  fuck  on 
screen?  Why,  when  I  love  Patricia 
Rozema’s  film  just  as  it  is,  why  do  I  cringe 
when  she  says  it’s  not  “about  lesbianism.”? 

Rozema  argues,  “We  all  know  that 
homosexuals  exist.  I  don’t  have  to  state 
that.  We  all  know  that  there’s  a  certain 
amount  of  public  hesitation  about  them.  I 
think  it’s  insulting  to  an  audience, 
homosexual  or  heterosexual,  to  present  this 
kind  x>f  relationship  as  a  new  thing  that 
needs  major  discussion.  It’s  just  no  big, 
fucking  deal,”  and  Rozema  laughs  again. □ 

Fiasco 

Continued  from  page  3 
to  refuse  to  sign  the  affidavit. 

Foster  parents  differ  dramatically  in  their 
reactions  to  the  affidavit  and  the  ban  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  foster  parents,  noted  Jennings, 
who  is  also  working  on  the  survey.  “Some 
think  [the  law]  is  the  most  wonderful  thing 
that  happened  since  chocolate  ice  cream. 
Other  people  think  it  is  a  dire  threat  to  civil 
rights.  I  fall  closer  to  that  end.” 

Two  gay  men  have  lost  their  license  to  be 
foster  parents  due  to  the  newly-imple¬ 
mented  legislation.  The  men,  who  could  not 
be  reached  for  comment,  were 
“discovered”  by  state  Rep.  Mildred  In¬ 
gram,  sponsor  of  the  anti-lesbian  and  -gay 
bill,  in  the  summer  of  1985.  Ingram  used 
them  as  a  rallying  point  to  gather  support 
for  her  legislation.  The  men’s  license,  which 
was  due  to  be  renewed  in  January  of  this 
year,  was  not  renewed  until  June.  At  that 
time  their  license  was  renewed  until  June  24, 
the  date  the  new  law  took  effect. 

filed  from  Boston  □ 
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Condos,  Townhouses, 
and  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc. _ 

Residential  Real  Estate 

ORIANA 
N.  VAN 
DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 

249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester ,  MA  02122 
825-8200 
Se  habla  espanol 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  R.  Harrington 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


HARRY  UPSON  PRESENTS 

^FolkTree* 


PERRON 

O/UL.  V  AJ.B.  A  PPEAffA/KE! 

(!**-  TAJ  MAHAL 
LIVINGSTON  TAYLOR 
GREG  BROWN 
CLAUDIA  SCHMIDT 

2.  Shown:  1st  noon 

*18-50,  * I7.SD 


Oct.  Z4 

The  BerVlee. 

Rtrf m  whence  Ctnbcr 
Boston, 

Ah  eve*.I*y  ujrtU, 

„„„  hoIly 


Among  Friends 

September  Phone  Events 

On  Sunday  Evenings  at  8:00P.M.  Call  1-550-9036 

September  13  -  Harmonic  Convergence,  the  beginning  of  a 

new  age.  Is  it  really  here?  Phil  and  Debbie  Harris, 
Crossroads  New  Age  Bookstore,  Hingham. 

September  20  -  Learning  to  trust  your  intuition.  This  will  assist 

you  in  moving  forward  in  your  life,  in  your  career, 
schooling,  relationships  and  your  own  personal 
growth.  Joan  Micka,  Psychic  Counselor. 

September  27  -  Astrology- What's  in  the  stars?  How  do  the 
current  cycles  affect  world  events  and  what 
does  that  mean  to  us  as  individuals?  Joyce 
Levine,  Astrologer. 

Among  Friends 

A  conversational  line  for  men.  Open  24  hours  Call  1-550-9000 
A  conversational  line  for  women.  Open  nightly  8-11  Call  1-550-9036 

A  nine  minute  cost  only  one  dollar.  100  for  each  additional  minute 


w  Vision 


PRODUCTIONS,  INC 


PRESENTS 


$15— Advance  $  16— At  the  Door 

General  Admission 

TICKETS  BY  NAIL  —  Make  checks  payable  to  :  MIGHT 
VISIOM  PRODUCTIOMS,  IMC.,  and  mail  to:  P.O.  Box  1003,  Derry. 
Mew  Hampshire  03038.  Include  SASE  for  ticket  return.  Orders 
postmarked  after  Sept.  12  will  be  held  for  pick-up  at  Box  Office. 

Mumber  of  Tickets _ 

MAMC _  .. 


Lucie  Blue 

TREMBLAY 

Saturday,  September  26  —  8  p.m. 
Town  Hall,  Provincetown,  MA 

in  COriCERT  WITH: 


CITY  . 


.  STATE  . 


TICKETS  ALSO  AVAILABLE  AT- 

Womencrafts,  Provincetown,  MA;  Mew  Words  Women  s 
Bookstore.  Cambridge.  MA;  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  Boston.  MA; 
Food  for  Thought  Books.  Amherst.  MA;  Dorrwar  Bookstore, 
Providence,  Rl,  Amadeus  Music,  Portland.  Me. 


Linda  Palermo 


Lorrie  We  so  I y 


with  WENDY  SOBEL  on  Guitar  and 

MAXINE  FELDMAN  as  Emcee 


right  processing,  and 
convenience  of  10-gram 
serving  packets.  It  contains 
Neutral  Lipids.  Phosphatidyl 
Choline  (PC)  and  Phospha¬ 
tidyl  Ethanolamine  (PE) 
in  the  researched  7:2:1 


ratio. 


Ask  for  EggsACT  at  your 
favorite  health  food  store 
today! 


: 
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P.0  Box  2118.  Santa  Cruz.  CA  95063 


Peggy  Healey  and  Ela  Troyana  in  Damned  if  You  Don’t  by  Su  Friedrich 


Experimental  films 
worthy  of  the  name 

Succumbing  to  the  raw  and  lyrical  at  New  York  gay  fest 


“A  Queer  Kind  of  Film"— The  First  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Experimental  Film  Festival,  Sept.  15-20, 
Millennium,  66  E.  4th  St.,  New  York  City.  Curated 
by  Sarah  Schulman  and  Jim  Hubbard. 

By  Jewelle  Gomez 

n  the  post-structuralist,  post-idealist, 
post-everything  ’80s,  when  aesthetics 
seem  to  overshadow  other  considera¬ 
tions  such  as  “essence”  or  “texture,” 
reviewing  an  experimental  film  festival  feels 
vaguely  anachronistic.  But  as  someone  who 
will  never  recant  the  ’60s  I’m  thrilled  that 
there  are  those  who  still  toil  in  the  ex¬ 
perimental  film  vineyards  and  proud  that 
there  are  enough  lesbians  and  gay  men 
among  them  to  constitute  a  festival. 

For  many  reasons  the  juxtaposition  of 
the  ideas  of  experimental  and  gay  films  in 
the  ’80s  suggests  the 
possibility  of  truly  radical 
MMUJUKt. '  lesbian  and  gay  vision.  And 
-■*  the  curators  of  this  festival, 
Sarah  Schulman  and  Jim  Hubbard,  have 
tried  to  represent  that  possibility  with  a 
broad  spectrum  of  work. 

The  ’80s  have  spawned  an  increasingly 
(for  better  or  worse)  sophisticated  gay 
audience.  Gay  women  and  men  are  no 
longer  satisfied  with  mining  an  obscure 
subtext  in  order  to  justify  projecting 
ourselves  into  film  narrative.  Archival  ef¬ 
forts  by  people  like  Michelle  Parkerson, 
Greta  Schiller,  Peter  Lowy,  Andrea  Weiss 
and  Vito  Russo,  to  name  a  few,  have  pro¬ 
vided  us  with  explicit  images  that  assure  us 
of  our  existence  in  the  historical 
iconography  of  this  nation.  We  do  see 
ourselves  everywhere  and  are  more 
analytical  and  critical  of  the  images  we  see. 
The  increasing  variety  and  power  of  gay 
film  festivals  nationwide  and  their  increas¬ 
ing  audiences  show  there  is  a  market  for  gay 
films.  And  the  animated  discussion/ 
argument  heard  during  intermissions  across 
the  country  makes  it  clear  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  won’t  settle  just  because  it’s  gay. 
Gay  filmmakers  are  being  challenged  to 
recreate  our  image  with  the  intelligence, 
polish  and  sensitivity  that  would  have  been 
unheard  of  twenty  or  even  ten  years  ago. 

Pulling  these  expectations  into  the  realm 
of  experimental  or  non-narrative  film  is  the 
greatest  challenge  of  all.  Experimental  im¬ 
plies  pushing  back  the  boundaries  of  how 
we  experience  the  visual,  and  in  this  con¬ 
text,  also  how  we  interpret  our  experience 
of  being  gay.  For  the  gay,  experimental 
Filmmaker  it  must  mean  creating  images 
and  conveying  ideas  that  are  informed 
(sometimes  quite  abstractly)  by  that  still  ill- 
defined  element:  the  gay  aesthetic.  For  the 
viewer  it  means  letting  go  of  the  comforts  of 
narrative  and  relaxing  into  the  rhythm  of 
images  and  sound  so  that  you  feel  the  Film 
in  much  the  same  way  you  feel  a  painting. 
The  First  Lesbian  and  Gay  Experimental 
Festival  at  Millennium  offers  an  abundance 
of  films  (61  by  37  artists)  and  a  good  many 
of  them  feel  good. 

The  range  of  films — historical,  stylistic, 
and  cultural — is  impressive,  from  the  1953 
Jean  Genet  classic,  Un  Chant  d’ Amour,  to 
Mudwrestling  recorded  live  at  the  Franklin 
Furnace  in  1983.  The  overt  sexual  energy  of 
the  latter  film  and  the  historical  anchoring 


of  the  Genet  provide  an  encouraging  look 
at  the  state  of  the  art. 

And  in  spite  of  some  misconceptions  the 
state  of  the  art  is  by  no  means  apolitical. 
Jim  Hubbard’s  Blues  is  a  simple  yet  power¬ 
ful  film  record  of  the  march  to  protest 
police  violence  in  a  black,  mid-town 
Manhattan  gay  bar.  Peter  Cramer’s  Correc¬ 
tive  Measures:  Politically  Speaking  com¬ 
bines  more  complex  images  and  rhythms, 
utilizing  television  images  and  political 
speeches.  But  Hubbard’s  dirge-like 
starkness  and  his  juxtaposition  of  Times 
Square  billboards  (Calvin  Klein  and  Broad¬ 
way  show  Woman  of  the  Year  with  the 
solemn  marchers  and  perplexed  or  enraged 
onlookers  presents  us  with  life’s  absurdities 
unretouched.  Originally  shot  in  Super  8,  the 
film’s  graininess  makes  the  audience  a  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  protest. 

The  festival  will  feature  six  short  films  by 
pioneer  filmmaker  Barbara  Hammer  that 
are  even  more  subtle  blends  of  art  and 
politics.  Her  newest  and  most  powerful 
film,  Optic  Nerve ,  shows  Hammer’s  conti¬ 
nuing  fascination  with  the  female  image 
and  embodiment  (rather  than  simply  body). 
Hammer  overlays  both  primal  and  elec¬ 
tronic  images  underscored  with  brilliant 
sound  design  by  Helen  Thorington  to  depict 
a  visit  to  her  grandmother  in  a  nursing 
home.  The  result  is  both  harsh  and  sen¬ 
timental,  showing  a  woman  who  is  loved 
but  still  cannot  be  spared  the  indignities  of 
old  age.  Yet  when  her  hand  brushes 
another’s  on  the  railing  of  her  hospital  bed, 
there  is  sensuality  in  her  tentativeness;  her 
life  is  still  her  own.  This  celebratory  film 
marks  important  growth  in  Hammer’s 
work. 

Loisaida  Lust  by  Uzi  Parnes  and  Ela 
Troyano  is  not  at  all  tentative.  It  reeks  of 
sexuality  and  contains  that  rarest  of  all  film 
festival  elements:  humor.  Assoto  Saint,  a 
New  York  poet  and  performance  artist,  ap¬ 
pears  simultaneously  angelic  and  brazen — a 
very  hot  combination.  Unfortunately 
Saint’s  performance  and  that  of  Carmelita 
Tropicana,  who  appears  as  herself  and  her 
own  adoring  butler,  get  lost  in  weighty  set 
pieces  and  incomplete  thoughts.  Somehow 
the  individual  visual  delights  do  not  come 
together  as  a  whole.  But  the  film  is  full  of 
the  daring  and  passion  that  make  ex¬ 
perimental  filmmaking  worthy  of  that 
name. 

Su  Friedrich’s  Damned  if  You  Don  7  has, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  tightly  constructed 
“crypto-narrative”  that  builds  fluidly  on 
exposition  of  the  1947  Deborah  Kerr  film 
Black  Narcissus.  Friedrich  weaves  the 
seduction  of  a  young  nun  by  her  woman 
neighbor  slowly  and  gracefully.  There  is 
irony  in  the  voice-over  that  describes  the 
Hollywood  film  about  the  suppressed  sex¬ 
uality  and  ambition  of  nuns  in  the 
Himalayas.  But  the  irony  is  laid  bare  and 
turns  to  anguish  when  the  narration 
becomes  direct  quotes  from  the  recent 
book,  Immodest  Acts:  The  Life  of  a  Les¬ 
bian  Nun  in  Renaissance  Italy.  The  text 
creates  an  anxious  counterpoint  to  the 
young  woman  (played  by  Filmmaker  Ela 
Troyano)  who  edges  into  the  consciousness 
of  the  nun  (Peggy  Healy).  The  two  women 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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The  thought  of  going  into  the 
witness  box  gave  me  nightmares 
months  before  I  was  to  go  in 
there.  I  worked  so  hard  trying  to 
figure  out  how  I  would  answer  the 
unknown  questions. 

□ 

If  the  Prosecutor  had  asked  me, 
“Mr.  Nkoli,  are  you  a 
homosexual?”  I  would  have 
answered,  “Yes,  my  Lord. 
am  what  I  am  and  I  will  remain 
what  I  am  till  the  end  of  the  day. 

□ 

I  was  asked,  “What  kind  of 
freedom  do  you  want?”  I  said,  “I 
want  a  freedom  where  I  will  move 
free  with  who  I  want  to.  I  want  a 
freedom  where  our  children  will 
get  equal  education.  Freedom 
where  people  of  all  races  will  be 
provided  with  equal  standard  of 
living...” 

□ 

There  are  those  gay  people  who 
think  they  are  old,  ugly,  short,  or 
too  fat  or  too  thin,  those  who 
believe  that  they  are  too  rich  or 
too  poor,  those  who  think  that 
they  are  uneducated... all  these 
people  are  very  lonely... 


A 

letter 

from 

South 

Africa 


Black  gay  activist  Simon  Nkoli  tells  his  story 


In  June  of  1984  Simon  Nkoli  was  charged  with  treason  against 
the  South  African  government.  The  Black  gay  activist  and  2 1  co¬ 
defendants  —  the  "Vaal  22"  —  had  rallied  opposition  to  rent  hikes 
in  the  Black  townships  surrounding  Johannesburg.  Five  government 
officials  were  killed  in  the  ensuing  violence. 

After  spending  nearly  three  years  in  prison,  Nkoli  and  nine 
other  defendants  were  released  on  bail  on  June  30,  1987.  The 
stringent  conditions  of  bail  require  that  the  defendants  surrender 
travel  documents,  that  they  appear  in  court  every  day,  report  to 
police  twice  a  day,  and  not  attend  political  meetings.  The 
restrictions  effectively  mean  they  cannot  find  employment  and 
cannot  return  to  their  homes  in  the  Vaal  region. 

Three  defendants  —  leaders  in  the  United  Democratic  Front 
—  remain  in  prison.  UDF  is  the  primary  legal  anti-apartheid  group 
in  the  country. 

Now  entering  its  20th  month,  the  trial  is  expected  to  stretch 
into  1989  although  Nkoli  and  most  of  the  other  defendants  have 
already  testified.  If  they  are  convicted  of  the  specific  charges  of 
subversion,  treason  and  conspiracy  to  murder,  they  could  face  the 
death  penalty. 

The  most  celebrated  South  African  treason  trial  since  that 
against  Nelson  Mandela  in  the  '60s,  the  case  has  also  drawn  the 


attention  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  around  the  world.  A  new 
coalition  of  lesbian/gay  groups  in  South  Africa,  including  the  mainly 
Black  Rand  Gay  Organization  and  Gays  Against  Oppression  of 
Capetown,  has  strongly  supported  Nkoli.  The  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Association  has  coordinated  a  publicity  campaign  on  his 
behalf  and  the  U.S.  National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian/Gay 
Rights  includes  a  specific  demand  for  Nkoli's  freedom.  Other  U.S. 
groups  like  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  of  New  York  and  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  have  also  taken  up 
the  case. 

Nkoli  continues  to  be  estranged  from  the  white-dominated 
Gay  Association  of  South  Africa.  The  ILGA  recently  expelled  GASA 
from  its  membership  for  failing  to  support  the  activist.  Nkoli  has 
asked  that  his  own  membership  in  GASA  be  suspended. 

The  following  letter  from  Nkoli  describes  his  experience  on 
the  witness  stand  and  the  state  of  lesbian/gay  groups  in  South 
Africa  today.  For  more  background  information,  see  articles  in 
GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  47  (by  Tim  McCaskell)  and  Vol.  15,  No.  5  (an 
interview  with  Nkoli  by  Stephanie  Poggi). 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 


Greetings  to  all  fellow  gay  brothers  and 
lesbian  sisters  in  Boston  and 
everywhere  in  the  United  States  of 
America.  1  wish  to  thank  GCN  for 
publishing  an  article  on  our  trial,  in  which  I 
as  an  individual  gay  activist  and  18  other 

“straights’*  arc  appearing  in  a  Pretoria 

Supreme  Court  to  answer  the  charges  put 
against  us.  I  am  also  grateful  to  Tim  Mc¬ 
Caskell  who  contributed  [the  story]  to 
GCN.  I  therefore  make  a  request  that 
although  my  English  is  not  so  good,  publish 
this  letter  of  mine  in  one  of  your  issues  to 
come. 

I  spoke  to  a  comrade  lady  [features 
editor],  Stephanie  Poggi.  I  was  so  excited  to 
hear  from  her  and  it  was  also  a  privilege  for 
a  prisoner  like  me  to  talk  to  someone  from 
another  country.  But  what  made  me  more 
thrilled  was  the  idea  of  knowing  that  I ’m  not 
the  only  one  who  opposes  apartheid.  I  have 
gay  brothers  and  lesbian  sisters  who  shared 
the  suffering  that  I  went  through  when  I  was 
in  jail.  Not  that  I  am  not  suffering  at  the  mo¬ 
ment.  In  fact  I  do  suffer  more  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  since  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  work  for 
myself.  I  depend  on  the  R100.00  that  the 
SACC  is  donating  for  me  every  month. 
Because  that  is  too  little,  I  am  now  looking 
for  a  Saturday  job.  Life  must  go  on. 

All  right,  let  me  tell  you  more  about  my 
going  to  the  witness  stand  since  it  was  the 
main  issue  in  Tim’s  article.  Brothers  and 
dear  sisters,  it  was  not  easy  at  all.  The 
thought  of  going  into  the  witness  box  gave 
me  nightmares  months  before  I  [was  to]  go 
in  there.  I  worked  so  hard  trying  to  figure 
out  how  I  would  answer  the  unknown  ques¬ 
tions.  How  I  would  react  if  the  state  Pro¬ 
secution  [shouted  at  me] . 

Most  of  my  co-accused  thought  I’d  be  a 
bad  witness  so  they  suggested  I  not  go  to  the 
box.  Why  did  they  think  I’d  be  bad?  I  don’t 
know,  but  I  guess  it’s  because  they  were 
afraid  that  I  was  going  to  be  confronted 
about  being  a  gay.  So  what?  I  was  not  going 
to  deny  that  I’m  gay,  but  I  was  going  to 
argue  that  the  case  has  got  nothing  to  do 
with  my  gayness.  GASA  [Gay  South  Afri¬ 
can  Association],  the  organization  that  I  be¬ 
longed  to  when  I  was  a  free  man,  was  not 
part  of  organizations  alleged  to  have  con¬ 
spired  with  the  UDF  [United  Democratic 
Front]  and  the  ANC  [African  National  Con¬ 
gress]  to  overthrow  South  Africa  by  means 
of  violence.  Saturday  Group  [sub-group  of 
GASA  organized  by  Nkoli]  was  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  indictment. 

But  I  know  that  the  state  and  the  police 
know  that  I’m  gay  and  they  might  have  tried 
to  use  my  gayness  to  discredit  me  and  my 
fellow  co-accused.  Hang  on,  let  me  just  tell 
you  that  not  all  of  my  co-accused  accepted 
me  as  a  gay  person.  That  was  an  extra 


burden  for  me.  I  was  advised  several  times 
by  some  of  them  that  I  should  not  bring  the 
subject  of  gayness  up. 

...I  told  them  I  was  not  going  to 
volunteer  to  bring  the  subject  up;  I  would 
only  be  directed  by  the  Prosecutor’s  ques¬ 
tions.  If,  for  example,  the  Prosecutor  had 
asked  me.  “Mr.  Nkoli,  are  you  a  homosex¬ 
ual?”  I  would  have  answered,  “Yes,  my 
Lord.”  ..Iam  what  I  am  and  I  will  remain 
what  I  am  till  the  end  of  the  day. 

On  the  24th  of  June  1987  at  12:35  [p.m.] 
the  senior  defense  counsel,  Mr.  George 
Bizos  —  a  very  understanding  person,  a 
gentleman  indeed  —  announced,  “My 
Lord,  we  will  call  our  shortest  witness,  Mr. 
Simon  Nkoli,  accused  no.  13  in  this  mat¬ 
ter.”  I  couldn’t  hear  the  rest  of  what  he  said. 
I  saw  myself  walking  tensely  to  the  witness 
box.  Some  guys  were  wishing  me  good  luck, 
shaking  my  hands.  Bad  and  terrible  looks 
from  the  state  side.  I  couldn’t  go  back,  I  was 
going  in  the  witness  box. 

“Your  full  names,”  the  court  orderly  ask¬ 
ed. 

“Tseko  Simon  Nkoli.” 

“Raise  your  right  [hand]  and  take  an  oath 
and  say,  ‘So  help  me  God.’  ” 

I  did  as  I  was  told,  trying  all  my  best  to 
hide  my  trembling.  I  put  my  left  hand  in 
[my]  pocket.  I  couldn’t  face  the  audience,  I 
was  rather  too  nervous,  too  shy.  I  had  [not] 
addressed  so  many  people  for  ages.  The  last 
time  I  addressed  a  meeting  of  such  a  number 
was  at  school  when  I  was  a  member  of 
GASA.  That  was  a  commemoration  service 
of  June  16,  1980.  I  was  assigned  to  speak  at 
that  meeting. ...  Of  course,  from  1982  to 
’84  I  had  been  addressing  gay  meetings 
mainly  in  Johannesburg,  Vaal  Triangle  and 
in  Pretoria. 

But  this  was  not  a  meeting  nor  was  it  a  gay 
get-together.  It  was  Delmas  Court  and  one 
had  to  talk  about  legal  matters.  But  I  was 
also  in  the  witness  box  to  depend  on  myself 
and  to  demonstrate  to  those  who  thought 
I’d  be  a  bad  witness  that  they  were  all 
wrong.  I  could  be  as  good  as  they  are.  In 
fact,  I  did  well.  I  got  used  to  the  witness  box 
within  ten  minutes.  I  took  my  hand  out  of 
my  pocket.  I  looked  the  judge  in  the  eyes.  I 
looked  at  those  frowning  faces  of  the  state 
prosecutors  and  at  the  members  of  the 
public.  I  was  no  longer  shivering  or  trembl¬ 
ing.  I  was  a  smiling  Simon.  What  was  there 
to  be  afraid  of  if  I  said  “God  help  me”  while 
taking  an  oath? 

Among  other  questions,  I  was  asked, 
“What  kind  of  freedom  do  you  want?”  [I 
said],  “I  want  a  freedom  where  I  will  move 
free  with  who  I  want  to.  I  want  a  freedom 


where  our  children  will  get  equal  education. 
Freedom  where  people  of  all  races  will  be 
provided  with  equal  standard  of  living. 
Freedom  of  speech.  Freedom  where  all  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  treated  equal  before  the  law. 

[They  asked],  “Do  you  regard  Nelson 
Mandela  as  your  leader?”  [I  said],  “Yes,  in 
a  sense  that  he  is  regarded  by  many  people  as 
leader  of  Black  people.  For  what  he  has 
sacrificed,  yes  I  do.  I  may  not  know  what  he 
is  convicted  of.  But  I  have  heard  lots  of  peo¬ 
ple  talking  about  him  as  one  person  who  was 
fighting  for  freedom. 

[They  asked],  “Do  you  support  the 
ANC?”  [I  said],  “No,  I  don’t.  There  is  no 
ANC  in  this  country;  it  is  banned.  I  do  agree 
with  them  [in]  fighting  for  freedom  in  this 
country,  but  I  differ  with  them  because  I  am 
opposed  to  violence.  All  the  same,  I  think  if 
the  ANC  is  [allowed]  in  this  country  and 
allowed  to  negotiate,  they  will  stop  using 
violence.” 

These  are  some  of  the  many  questions 
that  I  was  asked.  As  for  the  murder  charge,  I 
was  asked  no  questions  concerning  this.  Not 
a  single  state  witness  had  said  any  of  the  ac¬ 
cused  had  committed  murder ....  There  was 
little  evidence  against  me  and  there  were  on¬ 
ly  two  allegations  in  the  indictment.  That  is 
why  I  spent  only  seven  hours  in  the  witness 
box.  And  I  am  now  confident  that  many  of 
us,  if  not  all,  will  be  acquitted  at  the  end  of 
the  trial. 

At  the  moment,  Popo  Simon  Molefe  is 
giving  evidence.  Today  [August  17,  1987]  is 
his  1 1th  day  in  the  witness  box.  He  is  one  of 
the  three  who  were  refused  bail.  Popo  is  a 
member  of  the  UDF.  [It]  seems  [he  is]  going 
to  spend  some  time  in  the  box.  After  Popo, 
there  are  three  more  people  among  the  ac¬ 
cused  to  testify.  This  may  last  until  the  end 
of  the  year.  Then  the  defense  is  going  to  call 
lots  of  witnesses  from  members  of  the 
public.  These  will  be  ordinary  people  who 
attended  meetings  of  the  UDF  and  [of]  or¬ 
ganizations  affiliated  with  the  UDF.  This 
process  will  take  some  time.  That  is  why  we 
are  thinking  that  the  case  will  go  on  for  more 
than  18  months. 

What  are  gay  organizations  in  South 
Africa  saying?  Let  me  tell  you  without 
hesitation,  GASA  is  doing  nothing  except 
that  I  heard  that  they  are  losing  members. 
Kevin  Botha,  who  represented  GASA  at  the 
International  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
conference  last  year,  is  nowhere  to  be  seen.  I 
doubt  [that]  he  is  still  a  member  of  GASA. 
He  has  not  contacted  me  since  my  release,  I 
am  not  going  to  contact  him  either.  No  one 
from  GASA’s  executive  committee  has 
welcomed  me  [back]  or  wished  me  good 
luck.  In  fact,  I  don’t  even  know  who  is  in 
GASA.  I  met  one  guy  who  is  [an]  ordinary 


member  of  GASA.  He  didn’t  tell  me  what 
GASA  is  saying  about  me.  In  any  event,  I 
am  not  interested. 

...  I  also  believe  that  the  Rand  Gay 
Organization  [RGO]  has  about  600 
members.  That  is  great  —  and  much  better 
than  Saturday  Group.  Saturday  Group  had 
only  124  members  when  I  was  arrested. 

LAGO  and  AGA  [are]  two  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  from  Cape  Town,  and  1  wish  to  inform 
you  that  they  have  been  so  supportive  of  me. 
Although  they  are  so  far  away  from  Johan¬ 
nesburg,  they  managed  to  send  people  [to] 
the  hearing  while  I  was  in  Delmas.  When  1 
was  in  the  witness  box,  they  sent  me  lots  of 
messages  of  support.  I  thank  them  so  much 
for  the  support  that  they  gave  to  me.  I  am 
going  to  make  an  application  to  court  that  I 
should  be  allowed  to  go  there  [Cape  Town] 
for  two  weeks  in  December.  They  may 
refuse  so  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  will  go.  I 
will  let  you  know. 

As  you  know,  I  was  the  coordinator  of 
Saturday  Group  in  Johannesburg,  a  non- 
racial,  interest  group  within  GASA.  It  was 
not  a  political  organization,  but  most 
members  believed  in  non-racialism.  And 
although  I  am  personally  politically  involv¬ 
ed,  I  was  not  discriminating  about  who 
could  be  members  of  Saturday  Group  [bas¬ 
ed  on  their  politics].  So  our.main  aim  was  to 
bring  gays  of  all  races  together.  To  help 
them  to  solve  their  own  personal  problems. 
To  counsel  those  who  were  depressed, 
because  among  South  African  gays,  there 
are  those  who. .  .pick  or  [get]  picked  up  by 
strangers  who  happen  to  be  thugs  and  at  the 
end  they  are  beaten  up  or  mugged.  Or  you 
get  those  who  think  they  are  old,  ugly, 
short,  or  too  fat  or  too  thin,  those  who 
believe  that  they  are  too  rich  or  too  poor, 
those  who  think  that  they  are  uneducated, 
those  who  think  they  are  unable  to  take  part 
in  any  kind  of  sports.  All  these  people  are 
very  lonely  and  they  need  to  be  helped,  and 
that  is  what  I  was  doing  and  that  is  what  I 
am  going  to  do. 

The  Saturday  Group  members  feel  that 
we  should  revive  it  again,  but  my  view  is  that 
they  should  join  RGO.  At  the  moment,  I  am 
not  allowed  to  attend  any  political  meetings, 
so  whatever  I  do  for  gay  people  in  Johan¬ 
nesburg  will  be  quite  moderate.  But  I  will 
help  a  lot.  On  Saturday  the  22nd  of  August, 
1987,  about  15  of  us  are  meeting  to  discuss 
what  can  we  do  for  gays  in  this  country ....  I 
do  hope  it  will  be  something  and  we  shall 
keep  you  informed. 

. . .  Brothers  and  sisters,  let  me  say  good¬ 
bye  for  today.  Hoping  to  hear  from  you. 

With  lots  of  love, 
Simon  Nkoli 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa 


VACATION 

ELATION 
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We  are  your  lifestyle...Come  travel  with  us! 


IVaynl 

Management,  Inc. 


San  Francisco  $258  RT  Miami 

LA  $228  RT  Denver 


$178  RT 
$228  RT 


$100  RT  Airfare  for  March  on  Washington 
Call  Rob,  Michael  or  Peter  •  424-1908 

25  Huntington  Ave.  •  Suite  505  •  Open  Mon  -  Fri  9-5,  Sat,  10-2 


We 

‘Highlands  ^nn 

P.O.  Box  lx8G 
Valley  View  Lane 
"  Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi  &  Grace 
(603)  869-3978 


New  England's  Biggest  and 

Gay  Inn  SEE  OUR  classified  ad 


Gremme 
Farm  ' 


Small  —  Personalized  — 
Friendly  —  AND  we’re 
WOMEN-ONLY! 

Gourmet  vegetarian  cuisine, 
horseback  riding,  gorgeous  Fall 
foliage. 

RFD  Box  2260 

East  Hardwick,  VT  05836 

(802)  533-7772 

OPEN  YEAR  ’ROUND! 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 


Your  Hosts 

Martin  Bettencourt 
Todd  Theriot 
Dennis  Balog 

M 

|617)  487-1319 


5  STANDISH  ST.,  PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 


TFIN 

PERCENT 

PE 


PROVINCETOWN 

GIFFORD  NOISE  CABARET 

HELD  OVER!  Weekends  through  September! 
Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday  nights,  8  PM 

RESERVATIONS  SUGGESTED:  (617)  487-0688 


W0MENCRAFTS 

Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts 
By  and  For  Women 

Jewelry  •  Books  •  Records  • 
Clothing  •  and  much  more 

373  Commercial  St,  Box  190 
Provincetown,  AAA  02657 
(617)  487-2501 


Central  Location 
Complimentary  Continental 
Breakfast 


OFF  SEASON  SPECIAL 

Stay  3  nights,  get  the  third  night 
free  or  stay  a  week,  get  55%  off. 
Inkeepers:  Jim  Foss,  Bob  Marcotte 

7  Winthrop  Street 
P.O.  Box  918 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

FREE  PARKING  AND  MAJOR 
CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 


c Blueberry^  Cove 

c Alternative  vacation  camp 


Innkeepers 

Vince  Tutela 
Michael  Ferry 


Manager 

David  Harris 


WORKSHOPS 


9  Court  Street  (  P.O.  Box  483 


For  Brochure,  write : 

Blueberry  Cove 

HCR35  Box  520  Tenanls  Harbor 
Maine  04860 


Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-9005 


WOMEN  1MMKEEPERS 

cJwn 

178  Bradford  Street  -CTv, 

Provincetown.  Man.  02657 

flSPfism>»  <0; 

487-2511 

31  Pearl  St.  /  Provincetown 

02657 

INN 

(617)  487-9029 

25  Winthrop  Street 

Open  Year  Provincetown,  MA  02657 

Round  Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 

I  He  Open 

Dmf  A,,Year 

~  jollier  lm\^ 

82  Bradford  St. 

(61 7)  487-2213  Provincetown,  MA 

WINDAMAR^ 

Y  CHOUSE 

617-487-0599 

568  Commercial  Street 

Street 

617-487-2283  Provincetoivn,  MA 

Lady  Jane’s  Inn 

<r,  . 

:  Private  baths  -  Parking 

#  617-487-3387 

j^t  7  Central  St.  Provincetown,  MA 

jt  l\aUrnUioob 

Guest  Rooms  &  Apartments 

V  1617)487-3203 

462  (Otnimn  ial  Slrerl.  ProviiK'rlown.  MA 

A  place  for  those  Open  All  Year 
special  affairs 

GSBrieES 

- '  Year  Round 

Cable  TV  &  Coffee 

/  Hot  ^  ^un  ^ec*(  " 

■  X-- In  the  Center  of  Town 

(617)  487-3232 
— "7  .  >/ 1 04  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown.  MA  02657 

Holiday  Shores 

cMotel 

hf-W LA  SEASON:  (617)  487-9175 
j-rrrllfciil  p.o.  box  614 

RTE.  6A  BEACHPOINT 
PROVINCETOWN,  MA  02657 

Wonicii-Owncd  &  Operated 

GUESTHOUSE 

|  IN  IVurl  Slrcel— Box  22 

I’rovltifCtmvii,  Mass  02057 

1  wU\P  617-487-2210 

fine  dining  )S6  commercial, is. 

&'  loading  487-1443 
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HI  JDPFNBR(1P>K.S 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 

Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston's  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 


272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 


BS 


Located  Near  Symphony  Station 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


Rlone? 


Ore  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 
has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  tuith  a  safe,  effectiue 
may  of  meeting  compatible 
friends  and  partners. 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  . 

EaaaUsaaS 

800-633-6969 


SUSAN 

GREENWOOD, 

ACSW 


LICENSED  INDEPENDENT  CLINICAL 
SOCIAL  WORKER 

•  Consultation  •  Training  •  Clinical 
Supervision  •  Individual  and  group 
therapy  for  lesbians  •  Specializing 
in  drug/alcohol 
dependency/co-dependency 

SOUTH  SHORE 
(617)  871-4987 


When  Life  Gets 
Out  of  Control 

you’re  eating  or  drinking  too 
much. ..can’t  stop  spending 
money.. .can’t  make  or  keep 
friends. ..and  you  worry,  feel 
desperate,  but  can’t  change. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street, 

Boston 

437-9643 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
exi.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


I  will  be  closing  the 
Downtown  Cafe 
from  October  9 
through 

October  1  2  to  take 
and  board  my 
employees  in 
Washington  for  the 
“March.” 

It  is  important  that 
Gay  business  goes 
to  Washington!  See 
us  with  our  T-shirts 
at  the  parade. 

Daniel  J.  Holmes, 
owner 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02130 
(617)  876-7099 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 

S  WE  Wait 
i  hear 
WHETHER  /A0 
HAS  BLEW  HlfltP 
AS  A  CASHIER 
AT  MAPWWAJW 

►  Bootes,  WE  TURN 
OUR,  ATTTHTlOHTO 
ANOTHER  of 

her  mahy 
problems  r 


VJHAT  ARE  yoUTALKINGr  ABOUT  CLARICE? 
RETA6ER  our  SofWWE  YEAR  IN  COU£6£  ?  WE 
WERE  SO  DESPERATE  foR  EACH  OTHER  WE  FUMED 
EVERYTHING  EXCEPT  OUR  W0AEN.S  irupiFJ CUSS' 


OH,  no..  THAT  WAS  DIFFERENT"  IT  WAS 
ALL  MEW  YD  US  THEM  YbVRc  fWE  EXFERl£N(E£> 
NOvf.  AMO  youRE  Mar  going  yd  find  a  lover 
until  you  get  to  the  point  where  you 

RE  Auy  AREN'T  LOOKING  tor.  owe 


Hs/T  I  NEEDTD  HAVE  SEX  f  SOON' 

i  a  Tired  of  creative  masturbation  i 


TIRED  onr?  I'll 
BET  you  HAVEN'T 
TRIED  IT  WITH 
7ZLL0  YET/ 


wo,  listen.  I  KrioW  yoURC 
HAVING  A  ROUGH  T/wt,  BUT 
ITS.  HARD  BEING  SUPAJRTiVE. 
AND  ENCOURAGING  WHEN  AU 
you  Po  IS  VJHINE.  f 


'WHINE?  /AT?  CLMKL,  /  Don't 


5  MO  going  too  Far?  is  she 

STARTING  TO  R cm  HER  FRIENDS 
WELL  AS  PoTDVTiAl  LOVERS? 
Win  SHE  GET  HER  ACT  TOGETHER-? 
BEAR.  WITH  HER  A  LITTLE  longer, 

ANDAAAKBtybU'U  FIND  OUT ' 


Film 

Continued  from  page  7 

have  a  tense  eroticism  which  Friedrich  ex¬ 
plores  with  an  obsessive  eye  for  detail  but 
without  sacrificing  the  aura  of  mystery  and 
desire  they  provoke.  This  is  a  delicious  film. 

Two  films  in  the  festival  relate  specifical¬ 
ly  to  people  of  color  (although  Blues  has 
racism  as  its  subtext):  Ann  Alter’s  B&W 
Colored  Pictures  deals  with  racism  in  the 
women’s  movement.  The  Passion  of 
Remembrance,  seen  in  last  year’s  New  York 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festival,  was  made 
by  Sankofa — a  black  gay  and  feminist  film 
and  video  collective  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  an 
ambitious  evocation  of  the  racism,  sexism 
and  homophobia  experienced  by  blacks  in 
London.  The  film’s  directors,  Maureen 
Blackwood  and  Isaac  Julien,  set  up  a  series 
of  dialectics  that  demand  a  transcendent 
resolution  of  which  the  film’s  characters  are 
not  yet  capable.  One  dialectic  is  explicitly 
intellectual,  represented  by  the  desert 
meeting  of  two  archetypes:  a  “revolu¬ 
tionary  brother”  impatient  with  women’s 
complaints  and  a  serene,  feminist  sister  who 
can  match  any  intellectual  argument  with 
both  reason  andv  passion.  Just  over  the 
horizon  of  this  abstract  philosophical  argu¬ 
ment  lies  the  dual  reality  of  Black  gay  life  in 
England.  Two  black  women  apply  make¬ 
up,  dressing  to  the  driving  beat  of  rock 
music,  while  below,  the  father  of  one  of  the 
women  enjoys  his  own  West  Indian  music 
casually  dancing  with  a  male  co-worker  in 
fraternal  camaraderie.  Their  paths  must  col¬ 
lide  when  the  father  realizes  that  his 
daughter  is  going  out  with  her  friend  to  a 
gay  disco. 

In  another  scene  two  black  men  kiss 
hesitantly  on  their  way  home  at  night,  anx¬ 
ious  about  being  spotted  by  local  toughs. 
They  quickly  realize  that  they  must  also 
protect  themselves  as  blacks;  a  double  bind 
they  had  lost  sight  of  in  their  passion  for 
each  other.  Vintage  footage  of  U.S.  civil 
rights  demonstrations,  trade  union 
demonstrations  in  England,  protest  by  East 
Indian  activists  and  others  easily  links  the 
struggles,  yet  individuals  repeatedly  deny 
that  connection. 

The  film  is  slowed  down  too  often  by  the 
directors’  need  for  explication  and  their 
uneven  handling  of  the  verbal  match  which 
frames  the  dramatic  action.  But  the  ideas 
and  montage  of  color  and  contrasting  im¬ 
ages  make  this  full  length  film  irrepressible. 

Almost  all  of  the  films  are  by  lesbian  or 
gay  filmmakers;  all  address  issues  of 
gayness.  Many  help  push  back  the  boun¬ 
daries  of  our  expectations  and  of  our 
perceptions.  The  excitement  generated  by  a 


successful  experimental  film  is  that  it  not 
only  explores  the  immediate  but  it  also 
postulates  an  expansive  future  where  ex¬ 
perimentation  in  technique,  technology  and 
ideas  is  perpetual. 

This  festival,  a  first  in  New  York  City, 
has  great  potential.  It  indicates  that  in  spirit 
of  the  sophisticated  ’80s  we  haven’t  yet  lost 
the  heart  to  make  change,  to  play  with  the 
given  elements  and  create  something  startl¬ 
ing.  Future  festivals  may  reveal  untilled  soil 
such  as  work  by  gay  film  students,  or  more 
Black,  Hispanic  and  Asian  filmmakers.  The 
Passion  of  Remembrance  may  encourage 
more  Third  World  filmmakers  to  succumb 
to  the  rawness  and  the  lyricism  of  ex¬ 
perimental  films.  In  the  desert  dialogue  of 
that  film,  the  black  revolutionary  dismisses 
any  political  movement  (gay  or  women’s 
rights)  that  is  not  subsumed  under  Black 
rights.  The  sister  responds  that  “the  site  of 
any  struggle  is  real.”  This  is  a  powerful 
coda  for  that  film  and  for  the  festival  itself. 


Coors 

Continued  from  page  I 

“How  can  you  end  a  boycott  when  people 
are  doing  the  same  discrimination  [against 
women]  and  lesbians  and  gay  men?”  asked 
Pat  Norman,  a  San  Francisco  Black  lesbian 
activist.  “There’s  no  reason  to  end  the 
boycott.”  Norman  is  involved  in  efforts  to 
let  “people  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty  know  we’re  not  happy  with  the  decision 
by  the  leadership  of  the  AFL-CIO.” 

Wallace  said  he  is  confident  that  many 
unions,  incuding  some  AFL-CIO  locals,  will 
continue  the  boycott.  A  number  of  union 
activists  who  spoke  with  GCN  said  their 
locals  may  continue  the  boycott  without  the 
AFL-CIO.  These  activists  did  not  want  to  go 
on  record  until  their  locals  officially  decide 
to  continue  the  boycott. 

The  Teamsters  Union,  which  is  also  at¬ 
tempting  to  organize  Coors  workers,  has 
joined  in  the  call  for  continuation  of  the 
boycott. 

Even  AFL-CIO  spokesperson  Hardestein 
said,  “I’m  not  going  to  drink  any  Coors  — 
but  some  of  us  are  die-hards  and  we’ll  drink 
nothing  but  a  union  beer.” 

No  one  likes  a  negative  image 

According  to  Hardestein,  Coors  officials 
approached  the  AFL-CIO  with  the  settle¬ 
ment  to  end  the  boycott.  But  Coors 
spokesperson  Meadows  claims  the  settle¬ 
ment  was  a  result  of  two  years  of  meetings 
between  the  union  and  the  brewery.  “It 
took  two  to  negotiate,”  said  Meadows. 

Continued  on  page  16 
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GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING,  PRINTING 

10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(corner  of  Magazine  and  Green  Streets, 
Central  Square) 


"#/ 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, 

C.L.U. 

InturancB 
for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Par* 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


I  was  tired  of  the  bars... tired  of  the  "scene" 
and  tired  of  playing  all  of  the  little  mind- 
games  to  find  out  whether  this  guy  or  that 
guy  was  interested  in  a  person  like  me... or, 
more  importantly,  if  I  was  interested  in  him. 

Then  a  friend  of  mine  told  me  about  Buddies. 
He  said  the  counselors  there  understood  what 
he  was  looking  for  in  a  companion. 

So  I  called  them.  Buddies  introduced  me  to 
several  exciting  guys  in  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire  within  a  few  weeks  after  I 
joined.  Now  I'm  telling  all  of  my  friends. 
Calling  Buddies  was  one  of  the  best 
decisions  I've  ever  made. 


CaLI  TodAy! 

Buddies 

ProFessionaI 

Discrete 

CONfidENTIAl 
EsTAblishEd  1982 


In 


New  HAMpsfiRE^^-; 
&  Maine  Area,  CaII: 

®  (60?)  880-7625 
In  Massachusetts,  CaII: 

«  (617)  872-1558 


Attorney 
Alec  Gray 

Announces  his  new  law  office 
ofienng  the  following  service  areas: 


Alec  Gray.  Attorney  at  Law 

Former  Assistant  Attorney  General 

205  Portland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  567-2840 


Discrimination 
Civil  flights 
fox 

Estate  Manning  and  Wilis 
AIDS  Low 

Personal  Relationship 
Confrcicfs 
Real  Estate 
Criminal 

Personal  Injury _ ™ 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery, 

d  Call  us  for  an  estimate 

1  _  at  524-6822 

CflCL  Monday  through  Friday, 

<3  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 


617-776-5866 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit 
Agencies 

•  Small  •  Sole 

Businesses  Proprietors 

BUSINESS. 


ACCOMODATIONS 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 

DENTISTRY 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

Chiropractor 

40  Hampshire  St. 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

SOMA  Practitioner 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 

Lawrence.MA  01840683-7676 

22  Edgerty  Road 

124  Harvard  St.  No.3 

DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 

Boston.  MA  02115 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

LAWYERS 

(617)  267-2262 

(617)  731-3306 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 

364-5500 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 

ACUPUNCTURE 

COUNSELING 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 

RONALD  KELTER 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 

AMY  WETTER 

M-F  l-S  p.m. 

Acupuncture  Associates  of 

WOMEN 

790  Boylston  Street 

Cambridge 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02199 

MASSAGE 

863  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 

Kenmore  Square 

353-1500 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

Boston,  MA  02115 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 

617-491-4410 

247-4861 

DOG  TRAINING 

Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 

TREATMENT 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

CENTER 

M-Sat„  12-7 

25  Huntington  Av. 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Medford.  MA 

MOVERS 

Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 

739  7860 

395-9084 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(603)  363-4545 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 

ELECTROLYSIS 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

641-1234 

AUDITINGrTAXES 

FAMILY  THERAPY 

JUDY  FEINER 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 

10  Goodway  Road 

Complimentary  consultation 

OPTOMETRY 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

Computer  electrology  specialist 

126  State  Street 

522  9446 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

Boston.  MA  02109 

497-2019 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 

523-1060 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

Hours  by  Appointment 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

FLORISTS 

10  Diauto  Drive 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 
CHILDREN 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 

Randolph.  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO- VISUAL 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

DESIGN 

23  Clive  St. 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

Boston,  MA  02130 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 

524-7992 

776-6158 

926-4289 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 

PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

BICYCLES 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  * 

GYMS 

Boston.  MA  02101 

CONSULTATION  INC. 

236-0365 

FERRIS  WHEELS 

l86'/a  Hampshire  St 

BODYWORKS  GYM 

Bicycle  Shop 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

53  River  Street 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

64  South  Street 

876-4488 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

576-1493 

PIANO  TECH 

617-522-7082 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH 

25  Peterborough  St.  H 29 

ED.D 

HEALTH 

Boston.  MA  02215 

BOOKSTORES 

Licensed  Psychologist 

1330  Beacon  St..  Suite  231 

BOSTON  HEALTH 

536-0526 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

Brookline,  MA  02146 

ASSOCIATES 

PRINTING 

43  Winter  Street 

(617)  734-6996 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 

Boston.  MA  02108 

Psychotherapy,  Bodywork. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

(617)  542-0144 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Movement,  Nutrition  and 

94  Green  St 

ASSOCIATES 

Spiritual  Counseling 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

NEW  WORDS 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

262-8122  M-Th.,  12-7 

524-6822 

A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 

Boston.  MA  02116 

186  Hampshire  Street 

739-7832 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 

REAL  ESTATE 

Cambridge.  MA  02139 

HEALTH  CENTER 

876-5310 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 

16  Haviland  Street 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 

Psychotherapist 

Boston,  MA  021  IS 

668  Tremont  St. 

CATERING 

319  Mass  Av 

267-7573 

Boston,  MA  02118 

Arlington.  MA  02174 

262-7386 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

643-1112 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 

Affordable  Catering 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 

for  All  Occasions 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 

232  Court  St. 

REAL  ESTATE 

321-3475 

COUNSELING 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

Full  Service  Brokerage 

32  Rutland  Street 

(603)  436-7588 

Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 

CHIROPRACTORS 

Boston.  MA 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 

3SI  Centre  St. 

267-9150 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

counseling  &  testing 

(617)  522-0020 

699  Somerville  Av. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

INSURANCE 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 

Somerville.  MA  02143 

Cambridge,  MA 

PLANNING 

628-9547 

661-0246 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 

Suite  830 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 

WINGS  THERAPY 

50  Congress  St. 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 

1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 

COLLECTIVE 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 

33  Ashcroft  St. 

Arlington.  MA  02174 

60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

1  800-352-3185 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 

(617)  731-3306 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 

876-8438 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 

524-7565 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 

INSURANCE  AGENGY 

TRAVEL 

Suite  333 

DAYCARE 

241  Washington  St. 

45  Newbury  St. 

Brookline,  M A  02146 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Boston.  MA  02116 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 

731-1015 

76  Arlington  St. 

266-8584 

State  Licensed 

Boston  Park  Plaza 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  02114 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 

482-2900 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

523-3772 

INSURANCE 

375  Harvard  Street 

404  Mass  Av. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 

Arlington,  MA  02174 

232-7200 

643-3040 

Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


MassBay 


739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


JlCargarei  TIC.  Sap  re 

insurance  fTljency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  KM  PM 


697  Washington  Street 


277-8187 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


ASIAN  MALES 

British  student  aged  23  wishes  to  meet 
Asain  men  ages  18  to  30  for  friendship. 
Please  write.  I  am  new  to  Boston.  Kind 
and  gentle.  Are  you?  Box  245. 


JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and 
welcome  contact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian 
Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors.  The  next 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Novemeber  1 3th- 
15th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire.  A  partners 
group  has  also  been  formed  for  lesbian 
women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  part¬ 
ners.  For  more  information,  write  Box  6194, 
Boston,  MA  021 14  or  call  (617)  321  -4254.  (9) 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
Exclusively 
for  Women 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  lsfmln./.IOea.mln. 

_  evenings  8pm-11pm _ 


MATURE,  DYNAMIC,  STABLE 

LF  articulate,  independent,  politically  progressive 
wishes  to  meet  woman  with  a  good  sense  of  humor,  likes 
movies,  hiking,  canoeing,  music,  quiet  evenings,  home 
cooking,  &  affection.  Someone  who  won’t  play  games 
and  has  matured  througn  life  experiences.  A  woman 
who  is  politically  conscious,  yet  has  romantic  tendencies 
and  possess  a  keen  sense  of  adventure.  An  individual 
who  is  basically  satisfied  with  her  life,  but  is  still  looking 
for  that  special  person.  Box  244, _ y_l) 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY,  JOYCE! 

I  met  you  &  Lisa  in  P’town  at  10%,  lost  you  at  the 
Boatslip.  (Sorry!)  Pis.  write  to  me  c/o  GCN,  Box  246. 
Jan  Fielding.  Don’t  forget  the  button! _ (9) 

DYKE  GRAD  STUDENTS 

Looking  for  women  committed  to  keeping  a  lesbian 
feminist  perspective  in  their  graduate  work.  Would  like 
to  share  resources  and  strategies  for  keeping  a  LF 
perspective  in  nonsupportive/hostile  environments. 
Boston  &  W.  MA  areas.  Call  Sara,  (617)  321-4254,  even¬ 
ings; _ (9) 

Well  traveled  prof  F,  43,  witty  and  worldly,  seeks  com¬ 
panion  for  dinners,  movies  conversation,  maybe  more. 
No  drugs  or  alcohoi.  776-8934. _ (9) 

Trnsplntd  to  NYC,  I  long  4  comfort  of  New  Eng.  U: 
over  35  masc  romantic  caring;  dom  aggres  Ivlheaded; 
clnshvn;  smooth  upr  arms  shldrs  bck.  To  the  world 
we’re  equals,  a  team;  in  b.r.  you  thrive  on  being  in 
charge.  Me:  39,  6-190,  clnshvn,  somewhat  hairy  — 
depndbl,  hnst  dwn-to  earth;  gd  sense  humor;  enjoy 
walks  talks  movies  plays  animals  travel;  no  interest 
drugs  disco  drink  partying.  Full  safest  sex  guidelines. 
Let’s  write  call  visit.  Chrstphr  POB  64  Bklyn  NY  11215. 
(10) _ 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26  or  studnt  wntd 
as  houseboy/even  lover!  Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air, 
fone,  off  street  prkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost).  No 
smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533.  Bob. _ (17) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$60  +  /hr.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call  Scott  at  215-668-8898. 
_ (18) 

Wm,  28,  Boston,  no  car  seeks  intelligent,  attractive  men 
18-32  ffor  social  contact  &  possible  etc.  I’m  MIT 
dropout,  electrical  &  computer  entineer,  a  bit  cute, 
6’2”,  180  trying  for  165,  into  hiking,  swimming  & 
dumbells,  sushi  &  sci-fi,  active  in  gay  organizations. 

GCN  Box  247, _ yi) 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not 
necessary.  5  hr/wcek  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469 
for  more  info.  _ (C) 

HELP  WANTED 


PWA’S 
NEED 
YOU 


If  you’re  interested  in  providing  health 
care  to  people  with  AIDS,  The  Visiting 
Nurse  Association  of  Boston  has  a 
unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are 
hiring  Home  Health  Aides  to  work 
specifically  with  PWA’s.  We  will  provide 
you  with  the  training  and  certify  you  as  a 
Home  Health  Aide.  Take  the  challenge 
and  provide  personal  care  to  people  who 
really  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedules  for  full  and  part-time 
•Paid  training  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  Jim 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  426-5555,  ext.  354. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


SUBSTANCE  ABUSE  CLINICIAN 

Boston  recovery  home  for  alcohol  and  drug  rehab  for 
men  seeks  senior  clinican  to  supervise  treatment  pro¬ 
gram,  including  supervision  of  counselors,  group  and  in¬ 
dividual  therapy,  client  assessments  and  administrative 
duties;  Mon-fre;  salary  18K-20K;  full  individual  health 
and  other  benefits.  Resume:  Director  ,  Victory  House, 
Inc.  566  Mass.  Ave,  P.O.  Box  365,  Boston,  02118. 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer,  women  encouraged  to 
apply. _ (9) 

EVENING  ATTENDANT 

Full-Time  position  supervising  and  monitoring  residents 
in  therapeutic  community  for  substance  abusers. 
Recovering  persons  (at  least  1  yr.  straight/sober)  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply.  Higs  school  diploma  or  equivelent 
required.  Experience  preferred.  Resumes  to:  Personnel, 
P.O.  Box  251  East  Boston,  MA  02128.  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion/EOE  M/F. _ (9) 

Photographer /instructor  wanted  to  work  with  homelwss 
women.  Possible  salary  involved.  Flexible  hours.  Call 
Liz  at  625-4277,  Women  of  color  encouraged. _ (10) 

LIVE-IN 

Strong,  kind,  dean,  capable, 

honest,  dependable,  good  humored,  gentleperson 
(prefer  gentleman)  to  help  w/personal  care  of  disabled 
but  mentally  &  verbally  alert  lady.  Household  chores, 
cooking,  flex  time  off.  Love  of  animals  -  driver’s  lie, 
references  a  must.  Salary  negotiable.  PO  Box  148, 
Waban,  MA  02168  or  leave  message  at  244-4958.  (8) 

GCN  needs  one  (or  more)  volunteer(s)  to  spend  a  few 
hours  each  week  helping  with  our  promotional  outreach 
for  the  March  on  Washington.  Light  “office”  type 
duties.  Fun,  friendly  environment.  Come  on,  you’d  be 
great  at  it!  Call  Catherine  or  Dan  at  (617)  426-4469.  (C) 
BE  THE  FIRST  TO  KNOW  THE  DIRT 
...about  Boston  events  of  interest  to  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  be  a  part  of  your  community  lesbian  and  gay,  anti¬ 
racist,  feminist  newspaper  and  get  your  name  in  print. 
Yes,  you  too  can  be  a  GCN  volunteer  newswriter.  Write 
about  a  broad  range  of  events  or  pick  your  beat  — 
-anarchist  queers,  sex  politics,  political  organizing  by 
people  of  color,  electoral  politics,  AIDS  in  the  Black 
community,  lesbian  activists,  bars  and  anything  else  you 
could  possibly  imagine.  Journalism  experience  not  re- 
quired.  Call  Kim  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ (C) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Join  us  for  the  March  on  Washington 
and  for  an 

EVENING  OF  CELEBRATION 

in  Washington. 

The  Fourth  Annual 

HUMAN  RIGHTS  CAMPAIGN  FUND  GALA 

will  be  held  Saturday,  October  10,  1987 
7:00  pm 

Sheraton-Washlngton  Hotel 
For  more  information  call  Philip  Dufour 
at  (202)  628-4160  or  write  HRCF  at 
P.O.  Box  1396,  Washington,  DC  20013 


PSYCHIATRIC  DRUGS 

Major  tranquilizers  can  result  in  permanent  brain 
damage,  impaired  vision,  and  many  other  harmful  ef¬ 
fects.  For  the  truth  about  these  and  other  drugs,  send  $6 
for  Dr.  Caligari’s  Psychiatric  Drug  Book  to  NAPA, 
2054  University  Avenue,  rm.  405,  Berkeley,  CA  94704. 

_ (?) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  emotional,  physical  or  sexual  abuse  by  a 
woman  partner.  For  info  &  support  call  MAWC, 
617-744-6841,  _ (13) 

NASTY  POLITICS 

Unbelievably  filthy  but  politically  correct  videos,  pix, 
newsletter.  Head/body  shaves,  bondage,  enemas,  SM, 
TT,  VA  fetishes  galore.  All  male,  all  nasty,  all  hot,  but 
all  safer  sex.  Free  personal  ads,  free  info:  TR  Witomski, 
41  Bonnaire,  Toms  River,  NJ  08757.  Models,  writers. 
artists,  lawyers  wanted  :$$$ _ (20) 

EDITORIAL  HELP. 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer  correspondence, 
perform  general  office  tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs 
weekly  minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri.  nights; 
possible  take  home  work .  Call  Stephanie,  426-4469.  (C) 


TRUCK,  VAN  OR  RIDE 

NEEDED  TO  HELP 

Transport  bundles  of  GCN  (you  know,  your  favorite 
weekly  paper)  to  the  March  on  Washington.  One-way 
ride  or  use  of  a  large  van  or  small  truck  any  day  between 
Sat.  Oct.  3  and  Mon  Oct.  4.  GCN  can  provide  gas  and  a 
driver.  If  you  can  help  out,  call  Dan  Page  at  (617) 
426-4469.  (9) 

SERVICES 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739  7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Core  -Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  733-1459 


HAPPY  CARE  MEANS  HAPPY  KIDS 

Experienced,  caring,  non-homophobic,  anti-racist  day 
care  provider  has  F/T,  P/T  vacancies  from  Sept.  Seeks 
to  care  for  children  of  people  with  similar  philosophies. 
661-6760  after  7pm.  A  real  home  away  from  home  for 
your  child.  _  (9) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Boston 
Roommate 
Center 


GAY  LISTINGS. 


Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 


List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 


Copley  Square  876-3155 

755  Boylston,  Suite  702 


LF  27  seeks  mature  L  prof  to  share  2  br  apt  in  Somer¬ 
ville.  Sunny,  hdwood  ft,  close  to  stores,  public  T.  Must 
be  responsible,  friendly,  health  consc.  Call  Mary 
666-8638.  $340  -l-  util.  _  (*9) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Lovely  home  in  scenic  JP  to  share.  3  friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  semi-coop,  LF’s  seeking  4th  for  spacious  2fl  house 
w/front  porch,  lg  kitchen,  hdwood  floors.  Alcohol  & 
smoke  free.  No  more  pets  please.  522-0637. $220  + . 
Available  now. _ (*9) 


Share  5  BR  house  men  18-30,  $250-600  monthly.  (213) 
876-7777.  Interviewing  now.  Employed  only, 
Hollywood  California. _ ( *9 ) 


LF  seeks  LF  to  share  two  bedroom  apt  near  Arboretum 
in  J.P.  no  smoking.  $312.50/mo  plus  utilities.  Avail. 
Oct  1.  Ann,  522-3366. _ (10) 


LF  40  sks  30-45  to  share  2bdr  Lynn/Saugus  line.  S/pool, 
prkng,  no  pet.  Avail  immed.  $315  +  util.  598-3844,  (10) 
LF29,  poet  &  editor,  sks  F25  +  for  large,  sunny,  warm 
apt.  Wood  floors,  fireplace,  etc.  Watertown  nr  Harv. 
Sq.  No  smoke/cats.  $350+ .  924-5172. _ (10) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 
AD 


□ 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


LF  JO  artist  sks  L2I  +  to  share  beaut  Cambport  home.  3 
bd  (you  get  2)  yard,  deck,  fireplace,  washer.  A  very 
special  place.  So  smk/drgs.  Cat  ok.  Want  supportive, 
friendly,  indep  home.  Share  healthy  food.  $375  + .  Call 
864-7572.  Leave  message. _ (10) 


3  LF  +  cat  sk  LF  25  +  to  complete  our  home  in  Natick. 
Independent,  active,  friendly,  comfortable.  Had  w/d, 
yd,  woodstove,  pkg.  Easy  access  to  Mass  Pike,  Rte  9  + 
commuter  train.  No  more  pet,  no  smkg.  $325+  util. 
655-8618  eves.  _ (9) 


WHAT  A  DEAL  IN  WATERTOWN 


Prof  LF  35  w/cats  &  one  child  seeks  prof  nonsmoker 
with  or  without  child  to  share  my  Concord  MA  home. 
Avail  Oct  1,  Call  Mary  371-1000x212. _ (9) 


LF,  GM,  prof,  student  for  2  bdrm.  1st  fl  Les-owned 
home.  Close  to  H20town  Sq.  &  Mt.  Aubun  St  bus  lines. 
Back  porch,  yd,  frpl,  hdwd  firs,  w/d.  Sun  &  airy-safe, 
quiet,  local.  No  smk.  $425  +  .  926-7943  NOW,  (9) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

JP-3  min  to  Arboretum.  LF  37  seeks  friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent  rmte  for  sunny  3rd  fl  apt.  Wash  mach,  Great 
porch,  hdwd  fir,  newly  paint.  Sorry  no  pet  or  smoke. 
$275+  util.  522-2240, _ (9) 


COMMUTE  PARTTIME  TO  BOSTON? 

Furn  rm  avail  in  beautiful  Mission  Hill  apt  3-4 
nights/wk  for  G  or  Bi  M  or  F,  30  + .  Must  love  pets.  No 
smoke/drugs/  littlealc.  Porch/w/d/d/cathedral  ceil. 
Walk  to  T,  $18/nt,  incl  util.  277-5835. _ (8) 


2  White,  1  Black  L/Bi  F’s  seek  L/Bi  woman  of  color  to 
share  home  4  bedroom  hse  nr  Davis  Sq,  Somerville. 
Semi  collective  warm  indep.  We  have  2  cats,  nonsmk 
pref.  $275/mo  incl  heat.  Avail  Sept  15,  776-4693.  (9) 


Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  Ctr  with  GM.  2 
frpls,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  prkng.  No  smokers.  $350+  . 
Avail  10-1.  465-2357, _ (9) 


2  LF  seek  I  LF  to  share  3  bdrm  apt  in  J.P.  Walk  to  Pond 
&  T.  Must  like  animals.  Avail  now!  Call  524-3925.  Keep, 
trying, _ (8) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 
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Need  more  room'  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  2S«  per  word  (JSC  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25c  @  word  (28  wd.  min.) 

□  Business  rate:  35C  @  word  (28  wd.  min.) 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ _ 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  D  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10w/o 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $ 

Subtotal  $ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ 

□  I  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription! 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  S 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


LF  22  seeks  LF  or  F,  preferably  feminist  to  share  sunny 
2  br  apartment  in  Dorchester.  I  block  from  T,  no  smok- 
ing.  $325  + .  Call  265-2010. _ ^7) 

F  seeks  same  to  share  Newton  apt.  Looking  for  mature, 
responsible,  stable  individual.  Chem-free  environment. 
Have  2  cats.  No  more  pets  please.  $325/mo  plus  A 
utilities.  Call  244-6522.  Leave  message.  (9) 

SOMERVILLE  SPACIOUS  DUPLEX 
IM  29  smkr  seeks  indcp,  resp,  friendly  M  or  F  rmt  to 
share  very  nice  2  br,  5  A  room  apt  on  Red  line.  Big  yard. 
$273  +  util.  Avail  immed.  628-7127,  Tom, _ (8) 

DORCHESTER  MELVILLE  PARK 

2M  sk  1  M  to  shr  9  rm  duplex  2  baths,  jacuzzi,  D&D,  lg 
rms,  deck,  nr  Red  line.  AvI,  sec  req,  no  smk,  no  pets. 
$350  + .  Call  Mike  288-7088.  _ (8) 

COMFY  NATICK  HOME  TO  SHARE 

LF  Couple  A  son  seek  mature,  reasonable  F. 

Near  Train,  Pike,  rt  9.  W/D  3dbr  privacy.  $375  incl  util. 
No  smokers,  pets  or  transients  please.  655-833 1 .  (8) 

CAMBRIDGE/FRESH  POND 

LF  37  lok  for  F  roommate  to  share  sunny  2  br  apt 
w/porch.  Friendly,  resp  +  neat.  Nosmoking/pets, 
$380  +  .  Call  661-785.  Leave  message. _ (8) 

2LFs  28  sk  3rd  for  lg  2  fl  apt  on  quiet  St  nr  Davis  Sq  T. 
We  are  friendly,  indep,  share  food  w/d,  porch.  Avail 
9/1,  $270+  ,  Sorry  no  pets/smoke.  776-8405. _ (8) 

LF  prof,  seeks  GM  prof,  to  share3  bdr  renov  condo  in 
JP  1  block  from  Forest  Hill  T.  2  porches  hdw  floors. 
Sunny,  must  be  neat,  clean,  responsible,  friendly.  $400 

includes  all.  522-5569. _ (8) 

2LFs  seek  2  more  for  spacious  4  bdr  in  Medford  Sq  on 
Busline.  We  are  fun,  communicative,  political,  indepen¬ 
dent,  spiritual.and  are  hoping  to  create  semi-coop 
home.  Please,  no  smoke  or  pets.  Avail  Sept  15.  Call  Bar¬ 
bara  or  Nancy  at  623-5035  or  B.  at  work  643-2442. 
Thanks! _ (10) 

F  24  seeks  non-smoking  LF  roommate  for  lg  beautiful 
Mission  Hill  apt.  Quiet  street,  near  T,  bus.  Must  like 
dogs.  Avail  9/1.  $210+  Please  call  after  8/18.  (401) 
751-6873, _ (7) 

TEELE  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 

LF  3S  A  dog  sk  LF  30+  , 

non-smker  pref.  2BD,  2  porch,  10  min  walk  to  T,  $275 
incl.  incl  heat.  NO  MORE  PETS.  Sorry.  625-1039,  lv  . 
mssg. _ (8) 

JLF  seek  JLF  25  +  for  independent,  friendly,  great  apt. 
lo  rent,  nr  Davis  Sq.  veggie/kosher.  Pis  call  623-8603.  (9) 

2  Rms  avail  in  beaut.  Rosl.  hm  with  irreverent  spiritual 
W  35.  Sun,  trees,  birds,  nr.  Arb.  Reas.  rent.  Cat  OK,  no 
cigs.  Dovida,  327-3367. _ (9) 

GM  24  &  LF  27  sk  nonsmkr,  veg.  LF  or  GM  24  + 
w/sense  of  humor  for  beautiful  Somerville  apt.  Sorry, 
no  more  cats.  Avail  immediately.  $293  +  .  776-7909.  (8) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

GM  moving  to  Boston  from  Midwest  to  complete 
research  for  thesis.  Needs  housing,  avail  late  Sept  or  ear¬ 
ly  Oct.  Can  pay  up  to  $325/mo.  Non-smoking, 
vegetarian,  very  political  but  also  very  versatile.  Please 
respond  to  Boxholder,  PO  Box  782082,  Wichita,  KS 
67278. _  (9) 

LESBIAN  NATUROPATHIC  DR. 

AND  DOG  SEEK  HOME  IN  N.H. 

Moving  to  Nashua  area  in  September.  Looking  for 
home  with  other  non-smoking  women,  fenced  yard. 
Leave  message  for  Devra  at  617-395-1920, _ (9) 

APARTMENTS 

Dorchester  6rm  2  BDRM  1st  fir  remod  kitch/bath,  new 
systems,  porch,  fresh  paint,  gas  stove  ht  wtr,  oil  heat, 
safe  ownr  occ  bldg,  $575mo  282-1 196,  eve. _ (10) 

REAL  ESTATE 

PROVINCETOWN 

Directly  on  the  beach.  1  bedroom  year  round  condo  in  9 
unit  complex.  1  'A  yrs  old.  Hardwood  floors.  Large 
deck.  897-6424.  M-Th  $150,000, _ («8,9) 


RESORTS 


MIKE’S  GUEST  HOUSE 

STOCKBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

Your  Bed  and  Breakfast  in  the  Berkshires  -  open  year 
round  -  singles  and  couples  welcome  -  Call  for  rate  and 
reservations.  (413)298-4095. _ (17) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  our  pool,  cool  nights  by  a  crackling 
fire.  Peace  &  privacy  on  100  beautiful  acres.  Charming 
guest  rooms.  Gracious,  common  areas.  Hiking,  golf, 
tennis,  antiquing  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box  1 18G, 
Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judith, 
innkeepers. _ (15.11) 

CHECK  ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECK  ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year'round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St,,  P’town,  MA  02657  (49) 


FOR  SALE 


CONDOMS:  BUDDY  PAK 

1  dry  +  2  wet  +  packets  lub.  $3  or  3  Buddy  Paks  for 
$6.  Check  or  m.o.  Cowboy  Protection,  Inc.  P.O.  Box 


3475  Abilene,  Texas  79604. 


(10) 


PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF.  CA  941 H.  (VIS.2I) 
GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  newswcekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  DeptGCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOII _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$1 1/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info,  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617) 625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142. _ (ex) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  IN  THE  MERRIMAC  VALLEY! 

New  social  group  starting  Sept  20  in  Lowell.  Both  men 
and  women  welcome.  Interested?  Call  david  452-4686  or  I 
Cheryl  453-2096. _ (10)  1 

GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 
Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax -deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite  479,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  941 14, _ (30) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DOB 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (15.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V16.1) 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:30.  Women’s  meeting  at  6.  Call  497-8282 
for  info, _ (32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (23) 


LET  FREEDOM  RING 


A  Benefit  Concert  Produced  By 
Lesbian  And  Gay  Bands 
Of  America 

DAR  Constitution  Hall,  Washington,  DC 
Saturday,  October  10,  1987 

A  Related  Event  to  the  National  March 
on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights 

Featuring....  Over  300  musicians, 
twilers  and  flag  corps  from  13  gay / 
lesbian  bands  around  the  country,  the 
Denver  Women’s  Chorus  and  the  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus  of  Washington. 


Benefiting.... 

•  Whitman-Walker  Clinic  AIDS 
Foundation 

•  National  AIDS  Network 

•  National  Association  of  People  with 
AIDS 

•  Fund  for  Human  Dignity 

•  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 

•  National  March  on  Washington 
Committee 

•  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of  America 

Tickets:  $35  (box),  $2^9iPv5y.Testra) 
$15,  $12.50,  $7.50  (side,  rear) 

Make  checks  payable  to  “LGBA 
Productions”  and  mail  by  Sept.  25  to: 
LGBA,  P.O.  Box  57099,  Washington, 
D.C.  20037.  Please  enclose  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope. 


MOVERS 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
«  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
’  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


(1) 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 


(15.1) 


JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU02443O 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (15.3) 


(VIS. 16) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-MU 


(15.20) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman,  —  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 
Anarchist 


S 

GCN  GAY  &  LESBIAN  PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  GCNs,  books  (when  they  are 
donated  and  money  for  postage  is  available)  and 
run  free  penpal  ads  for  gay  &  lesbian  prisoners. 
(There’s  sometimes  a  waiting  list  because  of 
limited  space.)  If  you  (outsiders)  can  help  with 
your  time  or  a  contribution  of  gay /lesbian  or  other 
paperbacks,  or  a  donation  to  help  pay  for  postage 
etc.  please  call  Mike  at  GCN  or  drop  by  62 
Berkeley  in  the  South _End.  Thanks. 


A  great  book  on  why  prisons  don’t  work  and  should  be 
abolished,  called  Instead  of  Prisons,  is  available  (while  they 
last!)  from:  Safer  Society  Press,  3049  E.  Genesee  St, 
Syracuse  NY  13224,  FREE  TO  PRISONERS! _ 

Info  films  on  AIDS  (one  for  prisoners  and  one  for  COs) 
available  from  American  Correctional  Ass.,  4321  Hart- 
wick  Rd,  College  Park  MD  20740.  “Describes  the  nature 
and  stages  of  AIDS,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  and  is  not 
transmitted,  and  precautions  for  inmates  (condoms  and 
clean  needles  etc.)  to  take  to  stay  healthy.”  (GCN  hasn’t 
seen  this  film  and  so  can’t  recommend  it  from  experience, 
but  the  description  sounds  like  it  should  be  recommended 
to  your  medical  staff  for  a  viewing.  Better  than  nothing! 


ATTENTION:  GREG  POWELL 
Several  months  ago  I  began  writing  letters  with  Greg 
Powell  from  Dallas,  PA.  I  have  now  gotten  a  number  of 
‘Return  to  Sender’  marked  ‘Unauthorized  Mail'.  So  Greg 
if  you’re  reading  this,  please  understand  this.  I  haven’t 
forgotten  about  you.  Stay  strong  and  sweet.  I’U  try  again. 
Brandy.  _ 

[Prisoner  Project  Note:  Prison  mailrooms 

don’t  have  the  labor  power  to  examine  every 
piece  of  mail  that  comes  through  (otherwise 
you  may  be  sure  they’d  do  it!).  So  sometimes 
a  correspondence  will  continue  until  their 
sort  of  random  (sort  of  directed  at  people 
they  don’t  like)  search  for  “unauthorized” 
mail  turns  up  a  friendship,  which  they  think 
they  have  the  right  to  stop;  and  NOBODY, 
including  the  ACLU  and  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  thinks  this  is  outrageous  enough  to 
take  them  on.  So  much  for  “Free  Speech” 
(free  for  some;  like  all  those  “rights”).  So 
don’t  necessarily  think  someone  has  stopped 
writing  you,  just  because  suddenly  letters 
stop  coming.) _ 

HEY,  JACKIE  GRANT!  They  took  my  address  book,  so  I  can’t 
write  anymore.  I  really  miss  you.  Please  write.  Samuel  Ray 
HillJM7«,  Rt  I  Box  It,  Lovelady  TX  75151. _ 

PRISONERS  (and  the  rest  of  you,  too)! 

The  post  office  puts  post  marks  across  the  top  of  letters 
which  often  go  right  over  your  return  address  AND 
MAKE  IT  UNREADABLE!!  PLEASE  remember  to  put 
your  full  address  inside.  You  may  lose  contact  with  so- 
meone  because  they  can’t  read  your  return  address. 


_ 

Attractive,  intelligent,  responsible,  mature.  Interests  in 
elude  reading,  music,  writing,  an  and  fitness.  Seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  from  sincere  gay,  bi,  tv/ts,  lesbian  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  discussion  of  important  issues  affecting  gays. 
Jami  JAMESON,  170895,  Box  57.  Marion  OH  43302. 


GM  32  into  CW  music,  travel,  history,  seeks  penpal.  Not 

into  drugs  or  games.  But  would  like  to  share  some  emo¬ 
tions  and  friendship.  Am  also  a  pedophile,  but  not  limited 
to  it.  Randee  GRASSINI,  D49007  Rm  4188x,  Box  8101, 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409.  _ 


I  would  like  to  correspond  with  some  serious  minded  people, 
preferably  bisexual  like  myseK,  hoping  to  build  up  some  friendships 
and  learn  about  places  where  there  are  Jobs  for  when  I  get  out  of 
here.  I  like  bowling,  chess,  swimming,  and  musk.  Andrew 
MORGAN,  07117-tli.  Box  ItM.  Leavenworth  KS  MOM 


I  am  a  lesbian  and  have  been  since  the  age  of  12.  I’m  28 
now,  my  sign  is  Leo,  I’m  honest,  kind  and  friendly,  and 
looking  for  a  friend.  Patricia  COLEMAN,  A150479— 159 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines.  FL  33024. 


I  am  from  the  San  Francisco  area  and  am  35.  I  love  the  beach  and  sur 
and  traveling  and  know  a  lot  about  people  and  care  about  them.  I  would 
love  to  have  a  penpal.  Chris  JOCCHINI,  W2IIII-WB939L.  Frontera 
CA  91720. 

I'm  a  very  lushes  beautiful  Black  woman.  I  have  light  brown  eyes  that  sparkle 
in  the  night.  I'm  looking  for  a  true  penpal.  So  If  there's  someone  out  there 
who's  willing  to  take  the  bme  &  write,  I'm  here  Angela  PRICE,  W-20827 
Harrison  B,  Frontera  CA  91720. 


31,  very  femme,  would  like  to  meetorcorrespon3  with  all 
other  prison  girls.  I’m  kinky  and  love  to  write  hot  letters. 
All  welcome.  Love  rock’n  roll  and  plenty  of  good  sex. 
Marshall  WOOD,  Rt  1  Box  207-C,  Lawrenceville  VA 
23868. 


I’m  a  guy  who  enjoys  wind,  water  and  sun.  1  have  many 
hobbies  &  like  bodybuilding  the  most.  Louis  CARILLO, 
418183,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 


I’m  from  Boston,  not  trying  to  hustle  money  or  anything 
like  that,  and  would  like  to  hear  from  some  of  you  gay 
men  out  there.  I  used  to  hang  out  at  Buddies  and  The  Bar. 
I’m  into  martial  arts  and  motorcycles  and  am  very  lonely. 
James  SPACCO,  A-638515,  1150  SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FT  33456. 


1  would  like  to  hear  from  some  free  world  people,  but  will 
answer  prisoners  too.  Love  and  friendship  mean  more  to 
me  than  sex  all  the  time.  1  like  to  cuddle  and  be  a  good 
companion.  I  don’t  have  AIDS  but  am  not  afraid  of  those 
who  do.  Please  write.  Randy  MEIBURG,  387931,  Ellis  I, 
Huntsville  TX  77343. 


I’m  serving  a  life  sentence  for  the  death  of  a  man  who  tried 
to  rape  my  lover  and  threatened  him  with  a  gun.  What  I 
did  was  wrong  and  I  will  pay  for  it  until  1991.  People,  in¬ 
cluding  my  lover,  have  totally  forgotten  about  me  and 
have  long  since  stopped  writing  and  visiting.  Life  has  got¬ 
ten  pretty  lonely.  I’m  not  looking  for  any  financial  sup¬ 
port,  but  would  like  to  write  someone  outside  the  prison 
system.  I  am  a  professional  rodeo  clown  outside.  Bobby 
Joe  McCABE,  Box  429%,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310 


Hi!  I’m  a  male  and  would  like  to  communicate  with  some 
men  out  there.  Older  men  very  welcome.  Luis  CUASCUT, 
86A-2943,  Box  500.  Elmira  NY  14902. 


I’m  into  prison  litigation  for  prisoners’  rights  in  here,  and 
when  on  the  streets  I’m  a  truck  driver.  Also  into  Harley 
Davidsons,  TV-TSs,  and  camping.  All  letters  of  friendship 
would  mean  a  lot.  Steve  CURRIER,  384080,  Rt  1  Box  16, 
Lovelady  TX  75851. 


I’m  a  black,  bi  male  who  will  love  to  hear  from  anyone 
who’s  not  ‘tripping’  on  the  race  problem  that  we  have  in 
our  society  and  behind  these  walls.  Benjamin  HAGAN, 
852597,  Box  41,  Michigan  City  ,N  46360. 


Boy, George  look  a  like.  Enjoy  writing,  reading  and  good 
music.  Looking  for  a  monogamous  relationship  eventual¬ 
ly.  Larry  JACKSON,  38010,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102. 


Would  like  to  correspond  with  dark  haired,  TV/TS  in¬ 
terested  in  nature  and  animals.  Someone  that  could  be  a 
friend  and  a  lover  would  be  perfect.  Paul  MITCHELL, 
860561,  Box  41,  Michigan  City  IN  46360. 


1  WANT  TO  MEET  A  TRANSSEXUAL!!  I  don’t  play 
games  or  try  to  get  money  out  of  a  person.  I  just  like  to 
write  and  be  a  friend.  I’m  23,  was  bom  in  a  small  town  and 
am  open  minded.  Bennie  Lee  SMITH,  071034,  Box  37 
(F-71),  Chattachoo  FL  32324. 


The  state  of  Indiana  has  appealed  my  favorable  ruling  in  a 
transsexual  rights  case.  If  we  can  win  this,  it  will  set  a 
valuable  precedent  for  all  transsexuals.  Legal  help  is 
desperately  needed.  Please  write:  Vanassa  D. 
MERIWETHER,  Box  41  —  24493,  Michigan  City  IN 
46360 


getting 

it 

together 


Publications  like  GCN  with  info  on  AIDS  are  sorely  need¬ 
ed  here.  I  know  my  last  copy  was  read  by  almost  a  hun¬ 
dred  people.  Hungrily!  I  would  like  to  place  an  ad  if  possi¬ 
ble:  cosmetic  product  designer  and  former  beauty  colum¬ 
nist  wants  to  hear  from  gays  working  in  diet,  herb  and 
beauty  fields.  Hot  on  new  treatments  for  psoriasis,  depres¬ 
sion,  arthritis,  and  siezures.  Not  seeking  money  or  smut.  I 
have  access  to  phones,  so  include  your  number.  Steve 
NELSON,  C-75741 ,  Box  8101  Rm  2133,  San  Luis  Obispo 
CA  93409. 


Subtle  but  new,  blonde  over  blue,  model  25.  Clean 
machine,  hugs  the  curves.  Deep  deep  voice  with  matching 
throat.  Cruising  for  another  sportster  at  least  a  big  8  (years 
older)  who  can  show  some  serious  tuck  and  roll.  Rick 
GORDON,  D-27215,  Box  8101  CMC  East,  SLO  CA 
93409. 


Book  freak  adores  a  nicely  turned  phrase.  Whatever 
you’re  into  in  your  gay/lesbian  or  just  outre’  scheme  of 
things,  if  you’re  into  it  passionately,  share  it  with  me.  I’U 
reply  thoughtfully.  Stamps,  dears,  are  a  must  as  I  must 
reply  weightily.  My  files  bulge  with  writings  and  clippings 
on  individual  rights  and  freedom  of  the  press  issues.  Ed¬ 
ward  G.  EVANS,  C-41476,  CMC  East,  Box  8101  Rm 
2144,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 


Gay  male  into  rock  and  roll,  sex  and  down  lo  earth  people. 
Brown  eyes,  dark  hair.  Merle  STEPHENSON, 
EF-147332,  Box  7150,  Garden  City  GA  31418. 
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13  Sunday 

Boston  □  "Boston’s  Other  Voice"  presents  Con¬ 
gressman  Barney  Frank.  WROR  98.5FM.  I2:30-Iam. 
(Monday  morning) 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  mon¬ 
thly  potluck.  Jamaica  Pond,  ODT  entrance  (opposite 
Morraine  St.  on  jamaicaway)  or,  in  case  of  rain,  First 
Unitarian  Church,  Eliot  St.  Info:  522-3894. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  softball.  Magazine  Field, 
Mem.  Drive.  All  abilities  welcome.  4-6pm.  Info:  Steph, 


Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  business  meeting. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Barbara,  282-2962  or  Joe,  282-7822,  after 
6pm. 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Committee  to  free  Sharon 
Kowalski.  New  members  welcome.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  Wheelchair  accessible,  ASL  interpreted. 
Info:  and  childcare  arrangements:  Maryanne,  522-7466; 
Deb.  625-8879;  or  TTY,  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  Open  rap  for  lesbians.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 


19  Saturday  □  1 0th  anniversary  dinner  for  the 
Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival.  Keynote 
presentation  by  Holly  Near.  Dante  Alighieri 
Center.  Info:  354-0008. 


SEPTEMBER  13  TO  SEPTEMBER 


357-5774. 


Lincoln  □  Folk-Tree  presents  Ferron  in  concert  with 
Taj  Mahal,  Livingston  Taylor,  Greg  Brown  and  Claudia 
Schmidt.  DeCordova  Museum.  Shows  at  noon  and  6pm. 
$17.50/518.50.  Info:  641-1010. 

14  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  rap  on  jobs  and  careers. 

Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Info: 
354-8807. 

15  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  “Come  Out  as  You  Are”  to 

ManRay/Campus  for  a  dance  to  benefit  the  October 
March  on  Washington.  7pm-midnight.  $5-5 1 5  donation 
at  the  door.  Info:  426-1909. 

Boston  □  “AIDS  and  the  insurance  industry: 
should  there  be  testing?”  A  debate  between  Denise 
McWilliams  of  GLAD  and  Mike  Cowell  of  State  Mutual 
Insurance.  Faneuil  Hall.  5  pm.  Info:  739-3330. 

Cambridge  □  Didi  Stewart's  record  release  party. 

Nightstage,  823  Main  St.  9:30pm. 

1 6  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Fifteen  year  anniversary  celebration  for  the 
Mass.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus.  Luxor,  69 
Church  St.  (upstairs  from  Mario’s).  5:30-7:30pm.  $10 
Info:  262-1565. 

Boston  □  NOW  Lesbian  Task  Force  meeting. 
Boston  NOW  office,  971  Commonwealth  Ave.  6:30pm. 
Info:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  SO  and  older  discuss  "Com¬ 
promise  in  a  Relationship."  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  “Say  It  Sister"  presents  Gena  Corea  on  the 

new  reproductive  technologies.  WMBR,  88.IFM. 
7-8pm. 

17  Thursday 

Boston  □  "Perspectives  on  HIV  antibody  testing, a 

session  of  the  Tufts  Medical  School  Class  of  1990  AIDS 
Symposium.  Sackler  A  Auditorium,  Tufts/New  England 
Medical  Center.  3pm. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  lesbian  labor  network  potluck  din¬ 
ner  and  meeting.  SEIU  Local  285,  145  Tremont  St.,  7th 
floor.  Discussion  of  gay  visibility  within  the  labor  move¬ 
ment.  6:30-9pm. 

Boston  □  GCN's  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 


18  Friday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  of  Isabel  Miller’s  “Love  of 
Good  Women."  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5  pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington 
and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  The  Oxymorons  perform  at  Modern 
Times  Cafe.  9pm.  $3.  Info:  354-8371. 

Boston  □  GLAD  presents  2  benefit  showings  of  “Too 
Outrageous”  at  Copley  Place  Theatre.  7:30pm  and 
9:45pm.  Reception  following  7:30  show  at  DV8  from 

9- 1  Ipm  featuring  Craig  Russell  and  Jimmy  James.  $6. 

Cambridge  □  DOB  reading  group  discusses  Isabel 
Miller's  Love  of  Good  Women.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church.  9pm.  Info:  Jean,  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Evening  in  solidarity  with  the  people  of 
Chile.  186  Lincoln  St.  Rm.  0002.  Sponsored  by  Chilean 
Solidarity  Support  Group  and  World  View  Publishers.  $2 
donation.  Info:  426-5626. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  singles  discuss  “what  we  look 
for  in  a  lover.”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  Jean,  277-1850. 

Boston  □  “Something  About  the  Women” 

presents  a  discussion  with  Mass  Choice  concerning  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  Bork  Nomination  on  abortion  rights  in 
Massachusetts.  WMFO,  9I.5FM.  I0am-2pm. 

Henniker,  NH  □  Citizens’  Alliance  for  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Fall  Celebration.  Pat's  Peak  Ski  Resort, 
Route  144.  7:30pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  “Working  Effectively  as  a  Collective.” 

Boston  Women’s  Fund  Fall  1987  Workshop  Series. 

10-  1  pm.  $7  sliding  sale  fee.  To  register,  call  542-595S. 

19  Saturday 

Roxbury  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 

monthly  meeting.  7:30pm.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  P.O.  Box 
1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  02117. 

Cambridge  □  1 0th  anniversary  dinner  for  the  Boston 
Mobilization  for  Survival.  Keynote  presentation  by  Holly 
Near.  Dante  Alighieri  Center.  Info:  354-0008. 

Henniker,  NH  □  Citizens  Alliance  for  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Fall  Celebration/Un-conference.  Kid  Sister 
and  feminist  comic  Maggie  Thompson  to  perform.  Pat’s 
Peak,  Route  114.  7:30pm.  $5. 

Dorchester  □  Dorchester  GALA  Talent  Revue 

dance/fundraiser.  $5  more/less.  Info:  Barbara,  282-2962, 
or  Andrew,  825-8724. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
BARNABY  FISHER 


MARCH  ON 
WASHINGTON 
CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


OCTOBER 


8  Thursday  □  National  Lobby  Day.  Lesbians  and  gay  men 

descend  on  Congress  (also  the  9th). 

8  Thursday  □  National  AIDS  Network  Conference. 

Strategies  for  dealing  with  AIDS  into  the  '90s.  By  invitation  only. 

8  Thursday  □  Vita:  Growing  Up  Queer  in  America.  One- 
woman  show  by  Chris  Cinque.  Ethical  Society,  7750  16th  St., 
NW,  8pm.  Tix:  $10.50  in  advance,  $11  at  door.  Info:  (202) 
387-3351  (also  9th  and  10th). 

8  Thursday  □  Free  performance  of  the  Adventures  of 
Robin  Hood  narrated  by  Quentin  Crisp.  Sylvan  Theater.  8pm 
(also  9th  and  10th). 

9  Friday  □  Black  and  White  Men  Together,  7th  anniversary 
of  the  Washington,  D.C.  chapter.  Welcoming  meal.  All  Souls 
Unitarian  Church.  Event  continues  through  Oct.  1 1 .  Cost  for 
three-day  program  of  two  meals,  dance,  program  and  cultural 
event  is  $50.  Open  to  all.  Info:  (202)  882-3155. 

9  Friday  □  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  4th  Annual  Gala 
Dinner  at  the  Sheraton  Washington.  Awards,  entertainment. 
$  1 50/person,  formal  attire.  Info:  Philip  Dufour  (202)  628-4160. 

9  Friday  □  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Librarians  and 
Archivists  meeting.  Site,  etc.  to  be  announced. 

9  Friday  □  National  AIDS  Network  Conference  continues 
from  Oct.  8  followed  by  banquet  at  French  Embassy.  Banquet 
open  to  anyone,  $30.  Info:  Anna  Schultz,  (202)  347-0390. 

9  Friday  □  National  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Democratic  Clubs,  Reception  for  the  March  and  the  Fairness 
Fund.  Continues  through  the  10th  with  forum  for  presidential 
candidates  and  workshops.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info:  (202) 
543-0298. 

9  Friday  □  Mid-Atlantic  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  District  Conference.  Best  Western  Hotel,  Arlington, 
VA.  Continues  with  service  on  Oct.  10.  Info:  R.  Adam  DeBaugh, 
(301)  540-4204. 

9  Friday  □  Vita  (see  Oct.  8). 

9  Friday  □  Robin  Hood  (see  Oct.  8). 

9  Friday  □  National  Lobby  Day  (see  Oct.  6). 

10  Saturday  □  Black  and  White  Men  Together  anniversary 
program  followed  by  banquet  and  dance.  Speakers  include  Paul 
Kawata  of  National  AIDS  Network  (see  Oct.  9  and  II). 

10  Saturday  □  National  SfM  Leather  Conference. 

Departmental  Auditorium,  12th  and  Penn.,  I -6:30pm.  Followed 
by  party  8-1  Ipm,  $5.  Info:  write  NLA,  P.O.  Box  17463,  Seattle, 
WA  98107. 

10  Saturday  □  National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  Event  and  details  to  be  announced.  Info:  (202)  26S-71 17. 

10  Saturday  □  The  Wedding.  Ceremony  for  lesbian  and  gay 
couples.  Constitutional  Ave.  at  13th,  2  pm.  Followed  by 
reception  at  Tracks,  llll  First  St.,  SE.  Reception  cost: 
$25/advance,  $35  at  door.  Info:  J.  Carey  Junkin,  (213)  271-2945. 


8-13,  1987 

10  Saturday  □  Bet  Mishpachah,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Synagogue 
of  Washington.  Special  service  for  hak-heyl  ceremony  of  public 
Torah  reading.  10:30am.  More  info:  Barrett  L.  Brick,  (202) 
833-1638. 

10  Saturday  □  Town  Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics 

sponsored  by  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force.  Evening  time 
and  place  to  be  announced.  Info:  Sue  Hyde,  (202)  332-6483. 

10  Saturday  □  Lesbians  and  Gays  for  Jackson/Building  the 

Lavendar  Stripe  of  the  Rainbow  Coalition.  10-noon.  For  more 
info:  Pam  David,  (202)  783-1828. 

10  Saturday  □  Never  Forget  Dedication  of  cemetary  plot  to 
Harvey  Milk.  Congressional  Cemetary.  1801  E.  St.,  SE  llam. 
Info:  Ken  McPherson,  (4IS)  441-7613. 

10  Saturday  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  Coalitions 

International  Dinner.  Details  to  be  announced. 

10  Saturday  □  Networking  Meeting  and  Planning  Conference 
of  the  Legal  Field.  Hilton,  South  American  Room. 
More  info:  Michelle  Zanos,  (202)  667-2330. 

10  Saturday  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bands  of  America,  Let 
Freedom  Ring  concert.  DAR  Constitutional  Hall,  8pm. 

10  Saturday  □  Vita  (see  Oct.  8). 

10  Saturday  □  Robin  Hood  (see  Oct.  8). 

10  Saturday  □  National  Assn,  of  Lesbian/Gay  Democratic 
Clubs  presidential  forum.  $25.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info:  (202) 
543-0298  (see  Oct.  9). 

10  Saturday  □  Mid-Atlantic  MCC  District  service.  First 
Congregational  church,  10th  and  G  St..  NW,  6  pm.,  led  by  Rev. 
Troy  Perry.  Info:  (301)  540-4204 .  Also  second  day  of  MCC 
conference  (see  Oct.  9). 

1 1  Sunday  □  Morning  rally  coordinated  by  the  People  of 
Color  Task  Force  of  the  March.  The  Ellipse.  9  am. 

II  Sunday  □  The  March  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights. 
Gather  at  the  Ellipse  at  noon  for  step-off. 

1 1  Sunday  □  Afternoon  rally,  following  the  March.  The 
Capitol,  approximately  2  pm. 

11  Sunday  □  Veterans  Memorial  Service.  Arlington 
Cemetary.  9:30am. 

12  Monday  □  National  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Congress 

Planning.  Details  to  be  announced. 

12  Monday  □  Lesbians  and  Gays  against 

Intervention/Mobilization  for  Survival  Meeting.  District 
Building.  12-S  pm.  Details  to  be  announced. 

12  Monday  □  Agitate,  Educate  and  Organize,  an  AIDS 
activists  event.  Site  to  be  announced.  Info:  Rob  David.  (212) 
496-4657. 

12  Tuesday  □  Civil  disobedience.  Gather  at  the 
Supreme  Court  at  8:20  am. 
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Your  Eminence: 

As  an  order  of  nuns  dedicated  to  the  Ex¬ 
piation  of  Stigmatic  Guilt  and  the  Pro¬ 
mulgation  of  Universal  Joy,  we  combat 
prejudice  and  bigotry  here  in  the  City  of 
Saint  Francis,  San  Francisco. 

Because  we  view  the  recent  statements 
emanating  from  the  Vatican  regarding 
homosexuality,  (particularly  the  so-called 
“Ratsinger  Report”)  the  use  of  condoms, 
AIDS,  and  the  resultant  increase  in  violence 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  as  Homo- 
phobic,  and  Outrageously  Ignorant  (of  both 
science  and  common  sense),  we  request  that 
you: 

Contact  the  Vatican  and  Pope  John  Paul  II, 
and  convey  our  most  sincere  wish  that  he 
cancel  his  planned  trip  to  San  Francisco, 
now  scheduled  for  September  17  and  18, 
1987. 

Should  you  not  honor  our  request,  we 
promise  to  launch  the  largest  protest  possi¬ 
ble,  of  thousands  of  San  Franciscans, 
against  this  Pope  and  the  bigotry  he  has 
come  to  represent  to  us  all. 

These  protests  will  be  non-violent  —  but 
they  will  be  difficult  to  ignore. 

Respectfully, 

Sister  Vicious  Power-Hungry  Bitch 

—from  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence,  a  group  of  irreverent  gay,  bisex¬ 
ual  and  straight  nuns,  to  the  Archbishop 
John  Quinn  of  San  Francisco.  The  letter  was 
nailed  (using  Lee  Press-on  Nails)  to  the  door 
of  Saint  Mary’s  Cathedral  on  Aug.  20. 


The  Pope  Dope 

Protesters  vow  to  plague  His  Holiness 


Detroit,  Sept.  19  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Papal  Reformation 
rallies. 


San  Francisco,  Sept.  1 7 

&  II  Papal  Visit  Task  Force 
holds  several  events 
culminating  in  Rally  for 
Freedom  at  St.  Mary's 
Cathedral.  The  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence 
canonize  Harvey  Milk. 


Washington,  D.C.  (not 
on  Pope's  tour)  A  series  of 
demos  at  the  Vatican  Em¬ 
bassy  begin  in  August  to 
send  a  message  from 
women  to  the  Pope.  The 
Papal  Visit  Coalition 
culminates  series  with  Sept. 
13  rally. 


PopeWatch 

’87 


Monterey,  CA,  Sept.  17 

Native  American  gathering 
to  condemn  the  canoniza¬ 
tion  of  Junipero  Serra. 


Columbia,  SC,  Sept  1 1 

National  Organization  for 
Women  will  post  "A 
Woman's  Theses"  on 
church  doors. 


Los  Angeles,  Sept  IS 

The  Committee  to  Greet 
the  Pope  will  picket  and 
rally  at  Pope-appearance 
sites.  Distribution  of  con¬ 
doms  and  safe-sex  litera¬ 
ture  at  a  Catholic  high 
school. 


San  Antonio,  TX  and 
Phoenix  AZ,  Sept.  13  A 

14  Media  campaign  and 
abortion  clinic  protection. 


New  Orleans,  Sept.  12 

The  Coalition  for  the  Papal 
Visit  holds  demo  at  Notre 
Dame  seminary. 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

The  Pope  is  coming.  Despite  promises 
of  massive  demonstrations  by 
religious  and  non-religious  North 
Americans  angered  by  his  zealous  propaga¬ 
tion  of  sexist,  homophobic  and  bigoted 
Catholic  doctrine,  Pope  John  Paul  II  insists 
on  landing  his  “Shepherd  One”  jet  in 
Miami  and  cruising  in  his  “Popemobile” 
through  U.S.  streets. 

During  the  ten-day  tour  of  nine  cities, 
papal  protests  by  feminist,  lesbian/gay, 
civil  rights,  Jewish  and  other  religious 
groups  will  greet  the  Pontiff. 

In  several  cities,  coalitions  have  come 
together  around  the  issue  of  abortion,  con¬ 
traception,  lesbian  and  gay  rights,  women’s 
ordination,  and  self-determination  for  the 
people  of  Central  America.  Activists  will 
hold  demonstrations,  prayer  services  and 
other  alternative  celebrations.  They  will 
also  protect  abortion  clinics  from  the 
violent  anti-abortion  group  “We  Will  Stand 
Up.” 

A  national  hotline  with  papal  protest  in¬ 
formation  has  been  set  up  by  Catholics  for 
a  Free  Choice  in  Washington,  D.C.  You 
can  call  “Pope  Central”  at  202-638-1706  to 
find  out  about  events  in  your  city.  If  you 
live  in  a  Pope-free  zone,  create  your  own 
event! 


Coors 

Continued  from  page  1 1 

“Both  came  up  with  the  final  [settlement].” 

Activists  claim  Coors  approached  the 
AFL-CIO  with  a  settlement  because  the 
boycott  drastically  hurt  sales  of  Coors  in  the 
Northeast.  Meadows  insists  the  boycott 
never  hurt  sales  of  the  beer. 

Meadows  said  Coors  was  willing  to 
negotiate  because  “no  one  likes  a  negative 
image.  [The  boycott]  created  that  type  of  at¬ 
mosphere  ....  We  decided  we  ought  to  at 
least  talk  [with  the  AFL-CIO].  If  Reagan 
and  Gorbachev  can  talk,  can’t  the  AFL-CIO 
and  Coors  talk?” 


As  far  as  Meadows  is  concerned,  without 
the  AFL-CIO  the  boycott  is  over.  “I  don’t 
know  who  else  is  involved,”  said  Meadows. 
“We  read  in  the  newspapers  about  a  scatter¬ 
ing  of  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  that 
have  officially  boycotted  Coors.” 

But  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  often 
spearheaded  the  Coors  boycott  coalition.  In 
New  York  City  and  Boston  their  organizing 
resulted  in  lesbian  and  gay  bars  discontinu¬ 
ing  the  sale  of  Coors.  No  New  York  City  les¬ 
bian  or  gay  bars  currently  sell  Coors.  The 
Metro,  a  predominantly  straight  bar  which 
has  one  gay  night  a  week,  is  the  only  lesbian 
or  gay  oriented  bar  in  Boston  that  still  serves 
Coors.  Boston’s  Fenway  Park  baseball 


stadium  also  discontinued  sale  of  Coors 
following  organizing  by  lesbian  and  gay  men 
and  labor  activists.  And  in  San  Francisco, 
gay  activist  Wallace  has  been  in  the 
forefront  of  anti-Coors  organizing. 

“There  would  have  been  no  victory 
without  a  broad-based  coalition,”  said  Boz- 
zotto  of  Local  26.  While  Bozzotto  said  he 
would  like  the  boycott  to  continue  until  all 
of  the  coalition’s  concerns  about  Coors 
were  addressed,  he  said,  “It’s  a  hard  pro¬ 
blem  because  the  AFL-CIO  and  the  media 
publicized  [the  end  of  the  boycott]  national¬ 
ly.  For  public  consumption  the  boycott  is 
dead.  Every  place  I  go  where  people  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Coors,  people  are  drink¬ 


ing  it.  People  are  congratulating  each  other 
about  the  victory.”  Continuing  the  boycott 
would  be  “almost  like  starting  from  zero,” 
said  Bozzotto.  “But  that  doesn’t  mean  we 
shouldn’t.” 

“From  the  perspective  of  thousands  and 
millions  around  the  country  who  have  been 
boycotting  Coors  because  of  funding  and 
leadership  to  the  New  Right  there  is  no 
reason  to  give  up  the  boycott,”  reiterated 
Wallace.  “Every  time  you  drink  a  Coors  the 
money  goes  to  the  most  extreme  right-wing 
organizations  and  politicians  such  as  the 
John  Birch  Society,  the  Moral  Majority  and 
the  Heritage  Foundation.” 

filed  from  Boston  □ 


COME  BE  A  PART  OF 

THE  MARCH  ON 
WASHINGTON 


FOR  LESBIAN  AND  GAY  RIGHTS 

October  11,  1987 

Complete  group  and  individual  travel  arrangements  for  the  March  and  all  related 
events  are  available  through  Innovations  in  Travel.  For  a  complete  brochure,  call 
(617)  599-6524.  For  Spanish  Speaking  Line,  call  (617)  599-6564.  Call  the  Travel 
Hotline  for  any  questions  and  information  about  group  reservations  at 

1-800-533-2724. 

Air,  train  and  bus  transportation  available.  For  information  about  subsidies,  or 
to  help  with  March  organizing,  call  or  write  the  Massachusetts  March  Office, 
c/o  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  (617)  426-5605. 

Don't  be  left  at  the  station! 

Make  your  travel  plans  now! 

Sponsored  by  the  Massachusetts  March  on  Washington 
Committee  and  Innovations  in  Travel  Corporation 

Facilities  for  TTY  and  ASL  will  be  made  for  the  March. 


"Fast  paced,  high  energy,  gay,  political  and  very,  very  funny." 
f  Sv\  -BiH  Kriedler,  The  Advocate 

'A  UNITED 


FRUIT  COMPANY 

presents 


D  AYKO  1 


written  and  directed  by  Abe  Rybeck 


A  benefit  for  the 
People  of  Color  Task  Force  of 
THE  NATIONAL  LESBIAN  &  GAY 

MARCH  ON  WASHINGTON 


Thursday,  Sept.  24,  9pmf: 
The  Haymarket 

603  Washington  St.,  Boston 


